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Toy © awaju Copevror % Homnun, 
Tea quidam bona, ſed non zqua Coffeo mihi videtur Chocolatum ſane 
optimum; id eft Rollis, butteribuſque cremaque ſuitabili. 
Ex OraT1oN180Us Josi Donxronptt. 


Voi amante del fugante, la ſuger a crudel ta. Granpinxi, 
Fyn Sygillak well vrand en vaſt houde. Waxrvs. 
Je ne ſerai content que je ne ſache le Frangoiss Monf. LAxcLons. 


A man of ſcience, fond of books, 
Whoſe temper's equal to his looks. OLD Sons. | 


Chu dema tata, PaTzicxivs Porar mvs. 
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TO THE 


MOST SUBLIME, MOST MAGNIFICENT, MOST 
 PUISSANT, AND MOST ILLUSTRIOUS, 


Fo, Souchong, Chi, Padrae, Tou, Congou, Fum, 
EMPEROR OF CHINA, 


Moſt Puiſſant, 


LOW to the earth I bow, like the reed bent 
by the powerful wind, humbly to lay at your il- 
luſtrious feet, the following production of my 
* hore ſubſecive,” As the ſubject ſo much 


relates to the ſalutiferous, and chat - inſpiring plant, 
that vegitates in your ſublime Empire; may it 
pleaſe you, Ma Magnificent, by your all exten- 
five, and all powerful protection, to reſcue it 
from oblivion, and the dirt of Leadenball. ret. 
That thy heart-enlivening ſhrub may ceafe to ſhed 
the ſeeds of oppreſſion, and continue only to 

ſcatter around the ſweets of ſmall- talk ſcandal, 
is the earneſt prayer of, Moſt Sublime, Moſt 
Magnificent, Moſt Puiſſant, and Moſt Illuftrious, 


Your humble, 
And devoted ſervant, 
TIMOTHY TWISTING, 


At Meſſrs. Sage and Balm's, the Roſemary-tree, 
Penny-royal-court, Ground-ivy-lane, Camo- 
mile-ſireet, London. | 
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" THE Editor 28g his hay" to the Reader, 
and for the uſe of thoſe h may not be perfeRtly 
acquainted with the phraſes, and technical terms uſed 
on board a ſbip ; bas taken the liberty of adding 
notes 10 the flory which is related in the Fourth 
Leiter; in order to Point out the alluſions, it is ſup» 
poſed the Author had in view; and bopes they will 
not be unacceptable to many of the Readers. 
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TIM TWISTING ro DICK TWINING. 
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r 
Dear Diex, | 
* 2 ET ambition fire thy mind,” is not only the 
beginning of an old ſong, but a princi- 
ple which my father and grandfather (reſt their 
fouls !) were ever inſtilling into me. If the 
« mixing” ambition amongſt our virtues ** js 4 
© crime, I readily confeſs that I have a multitude 
© of crimes to anſtoer for, and that my good father 
&© and grandfather little merited thoſe fair characters 
c whidh they left behind them, and for which I 
c have ever reſpected their memories. I make to 
&« the public a family confeſſion, and] hope I. all 
© obtain from the public a family abſolution.” Is 
not this a proof of my modeſty, and the reſpect 
I pay you, that as ſoon as' my anchor 1s aweigh, 
I ſhould ſhape my courſe, and make exactly the 
lame fail as you have done ? What a fortunate 
B circum- 
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circumſtance too, that your very words thould fo 
well ſuit my ſentiments on a ſubject ſo widely dif- 
ferent as Ambitions from Tea. But to teturn to the 
point; my © father” and © grandfather's” wiſhes 
were not fruſtrated. Aubition became the reigning 
paſſion of my mind. The peace had indeed ſome- 
what deadened the flame, but it was not extin- 
guiſhed. Strange as itmay appear, the accidental 


reading of your elaborate Obſervations revived it; 


I felt a ſecret ardour; and, in ſhort, I reflected, 
that as there was now no fame to be acquired by 


Fighting, I wonld emulate you, and endeavour to 


obtain it by writing, I immediately communi- 
cated the thought to ſome of my friends. At 
firſt they were for having me lay all aback, and 
come too again. Avaſt, meſſmates! quoth I, 
ſhall it be ſaid, that a Seaman ſhall ever ſrike 
to a Tea- man? And though 1 am but a Plain» 
dealer, why may not. I ſhow my learning as 
well as a Tea- dealer? I meant no diſreſpect 
to your merit, Pick; but at the time, I felt 


my grandfather' s principle ſtrong within me. 


To convince you, that this is no compli- 
ment at the expence of truth, I. hall very 
modeſtly make your mode of writing the ſtan- 


dard of mine, (your quotations . convince 


me, I ſhall - follow the ſteps of a man of N 
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- In, imitation of you, I ſhall, begin with 
ſamething relative to myſelf; and give you 
2 ſhort. account of my education, and of my 
ability to become an author. My ęgrandfather 
and father being both ſeamen, reſolved I ſhould 
follow . the ſame vocation rand here I cannot 
help reflecting, what pity it is, that boys, Who 
are by nature lads of letters, ſhould be candemn- 
| ed to occupations in Which their talents are 
buried ; for inſtance, you and 7. How unfor- 
tunate that either Tea or Sea ſhould have fell to 
the lot of minds which promiſed the fruit, and 
have produced the Buds and Leaves of -know: 
ledge. In my early days I picked up ſome 
ſmattering of the learned languages from the 
parſon of the pariſh who was my ſchool-maſter, 
and although a winters cruize in the Bay of Biſ- 
cay blew the moſt of it away, I have not quite 
loſt-it, as you will, perceive by my mottos. 
Do not accuſe me of a vain and idle diſplay of 
my knowledge of the dead and living languages; | 
for altho I have nearly exhauſted my ſtock; it was 
merely in compliance with your good example. 
Your pamphlets have convinced me, that if we 
even treat upon the ſubjects of Perritvinłles, or Pop- 
- guns, it is highly neceſſary to ſhow that we have 
a ſmattering of learning ; for it of courfe follows, 
that a man who can quote a dead language, muſt 
be perfectly enabled to handle any lubjet in his 

N native 
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my whole budget, I ſhould naturally acq 
- more conſequenee as an Author; however, if [> > 
am at a loſs, I ſhall apply to a particular friend 
of mine, whom I ſhall ſhortly introduce to your 
- acquaintance. Ve Authors ſhould never be a- 
bove confeſſing it, when we are indebted to 
others for the knowledge we are often obliged to 
borrow ; when we do not, it is nothing but 
downright ſmuggling, which you from principle, 
| and I from profeſſion, (for you muſt know I was 
many years mate of a revenue cutter ;) have ſuch 
an antipathy to, From the ſituation I have told 
you I was in, and the kindneſs of the friends 
| I ſhall introduce you to, you will, I doubt not, 
| acknowledge I cannot be entirely ignorant of 
| the ſubject of which you treat. I ſhall for this 
| reaſon take the. liberty of examining your dead 
reckoning, and correct it by my . Obſervations, 
; You ſeem to have had hazy weather whilſt 
you were in the latitude of Leadenhall-ftreet, and 
| from a fear of overſhooting your reckoning, and 
| running aboard of the Directors, (which indeed 
are rocks as dangerous to a Trader as the Scylly's) 
| you were over-cautious of allowing latitude ſuf- 
A ficient. Perhaps a trade current has drifted you, 
and occaſioned you to make ſuch a'confounded deal 
of departure, that I find your longitr:de is faulty, and 
that you have been all the time, infinitely - 700 
much 
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nuch inclining to the Eaſtward. You find it is a 
difficulty for either a Teaman or Seaman to loſe 
the cant of the profeſſion ;. e cannot help 
mixing, and indeed mixture. (as you PRI is in 
ſome caſes very allowable. 


Beſides, the promiſed affiſtance of any: Friends 
I am provided with a Lillys Grammar; an En. 
tick's Dictionary; a Court Kalendar (with the two 
or three laſt changes) Every Mun his own Broker, 
together with a handſome bundle of reports, and 
two files of modern newſpapers. So that I flatter 
myſelf, you will admit I am not wholly unpro- 
vided with materials, to purſue my intention of 
remarking upon ne. | 
1 am, dear Dick 113%, 
, Eternally yours, 
| TIM TWISTING. 
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LETTER 2 


Dran Ducki; 

nen you to 5 of: my. friends, You maſt 
know there is a little club of which, I am a mem- 
ber. We generally meet every evening to drink 
our can, ſmoke a pipe, and chat upon the news 
of the day. The firſt: and principal is Mr. PavL 
PARMEZAN, cheeſemonger and citizen, a man 
take him for all in all, u not look upon his 

| | [4-471 like 
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like again.” He is both inthe general and in the city 
ſenſe of the word a good man. By his integrity, and 
induſtry; and what is ſtill more ſtrange, by his 
great fenſe and learning, he has acquired-near half a 
plumb. Paul ſays, it is an idle notion which ſome 
people have, that greek or latin do not fit eaſy upon 


WE Tradeſman ; or that a man ſhould be confined ts 


his own tongue, to deal even in ſmall-coal or brick 
duſt; and indeed his own ſucceſs, juſtifies his re- 
mark. He tells me he acquired the name of the 
claſſical” cheefemonger, together with much profit 


by his having at command the dead languages; 
and vending the beſt Cambridge butter, and 


Oxford ſauſages, in mutilated ſeraps of Greek 
and Latin. Soon afterwards, by the advice of 
a Member of the Univerſity, he wrote upon 
his windows, -BUTYRUM CANTABRIGIENSA, ET 
LUCANICA OXONIENSES : by which device he 
got the cuſtom of one half the Bench of Biſhops, 
three-ſevenths of the Inns of Court, and a com- 
plete moiety of the College of Phyſicians. As 
he is a thorough philanthropiſt (that is a fa- 
vourite word of his) he recommends a fimilar 
mode to you, and adviſes that you ſhould alter 
your Tea papers, ſubſtituting ſome pretty defign, 
fuch as Juno, Venus, and Minerva, ſi pping Im- 
perial, or Bloom, upon the ſhield of the latter ;--- 
Mercury, like a modern military beau, entering 
with all the ſcandal of the day, ſigniſied by the 
General Advertiſer in one hand and the Morning 


| Poſt in the other, and Cupid attending with the 


tea- 


CTY 
tea-kettle. Underneath he would have in- 
{cribed, , 
1 THEA-OPTIMA, + 
RICARDI TWINING, 
Pro dearum uſu mixta. 
This he ſays would be productive of a double 
benefit, as it would at once exalt your fame as a 
Tea-tlealer, and an Author; and equally ſell both 
your Tea and your Pamphlet. My friend Paul 
has kindly promiſed his affiftance.in all commer- - | 
cial and literary difficulties. The next of my 
friends whom I wiſh to make known to you, is 
Mr. GrEcory Gave, a gentleman who has for 
many years, with much credit to himſelf, held a | 
deputation from the Board of 'Exciſe ; and has 
never yet been diſcovered to have accepted a | 
bribe. As he is well ſkilled in revenue matters, 
he 1s our umpire upon all queſtions relative | | 
to them; beſides which, he is no deſpicable finan- 
cier, and is often called by Paul, (in a merry 
mood) the political hydrometer ; for he frequently 
fays he can prove the ſpirit of the nation by the 
fame rule that he eſtimates a pipe' of brandy, or a 
puncheon of rum. The third perſonage I beg 
leave to introduce you to, is Mr. BaRxABY BIRCH, 
an eminent inſtructor of youth; who is well ſkill- 
ed in arithmetic and the mathematics: and tho? 
2 ſtriẽt diſciptinarian in his ſchool, is a boon 
companion when out of it. Now to theſe my 
worthy friends I have diſcloſed my intention of 
writing 
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writing to you, and I am happy to inform you, 
they all promiſed me their occaſional aſſiſtance; 
ſo that if any difficulties ſhould ariſe, which the 
aid of my library will not ſolve, I ſhall apply to 
them in their ſeveral capacities for literature, 
commerce, revenue matters, or calculation; and 
with ſuch aſſiſtance, I believe there is no man 
will doubt but I am perfectly adequate to the 


taſk I have undertaken. 


I am, my dear Dick, 
. Everlaſtingly yours, &c. 
TIM TWISTING. 
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LETTER! HL 


THE public, my dear Dick, are much in- 
debted to you, for the labour you have under- 
gone in the arduous taſk of preventing opinions 
„ which are adopted, and deciſions which are 
« formed, from being erroneous.” You very 


juſtly deſcribe the embarraſſment you encounter, 


in removing yourſelf to a' proper point of 
«« diſtance, to view with impartiality, a ſubject 
„ with which your intereſt is ſo nearly con- 


„ nected.” I mean not my dear friend, to 


detract from your abilities as an author ; nor to 
attack you as a partizan your modeſty pre- 
vents either. It would be unmanly in a 1 
to d ARR: to break © 4 fy upon a wheel,” 
abich 
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which you © anaſumingly” compare yourſelf. 
My purpoſe is merely to examine the merits, 
and aſſiſt the intention of your - Elucidations--- 
(another word of my friend Paul's). 

I hope, from my profeſſion of a Seaman, and 
my principles as a Plain=dealer, I ſhall avoid the 
ſuſpicion you apprehended, of viewing the im. 

maculate conduct of the Tea-dealers with a 
% microſcopic eye.“ I have (it is true) never 
enjoyed the very great honour of conſulting with 
a very great man, upon a very great occaſion; 
but I think with you, that it would be“ per- 
© feftly ridiculous” to ſuppoſe either of us capa- 
ble of affording a party ſervice or ſupport ;” for, 
as you well obſerve, © they would of courſe 
* deſpiſe ſuch feeble advocates.” Your: meta- 
phor of the zwheel of government” may be what 
Parmeſan calls“ logically beautiful ;” but as I 
confeſs my ignorance of that ſcience, I own I do 
not comprehend, that it conveys the idea you 
would wiſh. When the wheels of a carriage are 
* very cracked and crazed indeed,” (as you term 
it) the obſtruction of the pebble” might (if it 
had conſequence enough) give it a ſhake which 
would endanger its overturning. This is a 
flinty-hearted idea, I will not ſuppoſe you ſuſcep- 
tible of, and therefore the inoffenfive figure of 
the ©* unaſſuming fly” is more congenial with my 
ſentiments of Mr. Twining. I muſt here re- 
peat, that it is my intention not to impede, but 

C to 
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to aſſiſt your purpoſe of expoſing to the public 
eye, the artful and ſiniſter conduct of a monopo- 
lizing Company, whilſt you are defending your 
brethren in trade, With this view, I cannot help 
obſerving to you, that if a man attempts a work 
of public utility, the fear of offending any indi- 
vidual, or ſet of individuals, ought not to diſ- 
courage him from fully illuſtrating his ſubject 
by every fact and fair argument within his reach, 
to advance or aſcertain it. Why, it is juſt as if 
I ſhould have ſhortened fail on purpoſe, when 
in chace of a ſmuggler. That the remark I have 
juſt made is applicable to your Obſervatious, is 
undeniable, as it is evidently proved by your 
own words in the Remarks on the Report. In 
Rage 71, you declare, I is abſolutely neceſſary 
that I fbould bring forward ſome circumſtances, 
« Ttohich perhaps, from a falſe delicacy, I had be- 
« fore paſſed over in filence.” If it proceeded 
from“ delicacy, it is, as you juſtly term it, a 
«« falſe delicacy ;” but I am rather apt to ima- 
gine, that ſome old tea-duſt having prevented 
the compaſs of your judgment from traverſing, 
you were involuntarily drawn from that ** proper 
point of diſtance, which is neceſſary for an 
-impartial view of the ſubject. How far it is ne- 
ceſſary for a Tea-dealer to be upon a good foot- 
ing with the Directors, is only for a Tea-dealer 
to aſcertam. Perhaps among the 30,000 Tra- 
ders in Tea, there is a regular gradation of that 
| | re ſpect 


E 
reſpcct you hint at in the concluſion of your 
remarks, which is obſerved from the hedge ven- 
der of bad Bohea, to the mighty monopolizers in 
Leadenhall-ſtreet. A Plain-dealer can only argue 
from appearances, where he is not pofleſſed of 
certain facts; and it does moſt certainly appear, 
that your remarks are rather the retort courteous, 
and dictated as much (if not more) from a 
ſenſe. of injury, than a ſpirit of public juſtice. 
You have expreſſed a wiſh to be © , he nar- 
* rowly ;”---in this, you remind me of Mr. 
Breſlaw and other conjurors, who, the moment 
they intend a deception, amuſe the company 
with an hypocritical diſplay of their fairneſs and 
openneſs. - Perhaps I have fulfilled your wiſh 
in keeping @ good look-onut. I will not, however, 
judge you with that ſeverity, you acknowledge 
you ſhall merit, if found to be under the in- 
fluence of prejudice ; believe me, I have more 
humanity, and do not expect you to be that 
monſter of virtue, in theſe not over- rigid times, 
totally to loſe fight of your intereſt as a Trader. 
But whilſt I am making this allowance, I muſt 
add, that you ſhould not ſhow falſe colours, make 
a ſham-fizht under the flag of candour, and fre 
powder without ſhot, | 

I muſt confeſs (for your credit as a candid and 
impartial author) I wiſh it had been otherwiſe ; 
but throughout your Obſervations and Remarks, 
whenever I am particularly ſtruck with a paſſage 

C 2 which 


66 


which conveys the liberal and diſintereſted effu- 
ſions of a mind fraught with zeal for the public 
good, and I begin to glow with a grateful 
warmth ; the pleafing ſenſation is very often 
chilled by a curſed, narrow-minded, trading 
idea, that, like a ſudden ſquall, makes you let 
all fly, ſets you on a careen, and expoſes a foul 
bottom. In ſhort, your feelings appear not un- 
frequently like thoſe of Launcelot Gobbo, in a 
play I have ſeen :---whilſt Virtue and Patriotiſm 
are urging on one ſide, the fiend Intereſt i is pull- 
ing at the other. I was going to give you a 
plain Engliſh adage ; but Paul Parmeſan, wha 
is juſt. popp'd in, and is looking over my ſhoul- 
der, ſays, Humanum eſt :errare.” He urges 
that .I ought in compliment to give a ſcrap of 
Latin; and beſides, he ſays, it gives an air to 
a publication, and looks as if one nero ſomething. 
Not having that ** falſe. delicacy,” which af- 
fected you in writing your Obſervations, I am 
free to declare, that I do not think the evils, 
* ſmuggling” were, at the time the Bill was 
Airſt agitated, the SOLECAUSE for bringing it for- 
ward; though 1 will not deny, as you and Gre- 


- gory Gauge ſay, * that the interference of the 


6e legiſlature was become highly neceſſary to 
* oppoſe that great and growing evil.“ 
Barnaby Birch is a politician as well as an 
arithmetician. In all government tranſactions, 
fays Barnaby, there is a Wheel within a wheel ; 
od 
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and this I abſolutely ſurmiſe to have been the 
caſe relative to the Bill in queſtion, I have a 
ſtory, which, from its analogy, (Birch tells me) 
will illuſtrate my poſition, I will give it you in 
my next Letter, 
Iam, for the preſent, 
Ever yours, 


+... 2 Mk TWISTING. 


LETT: ER NN. 


Drar Dicx, 


AT the conclufion of my laſt letter, J pro- 
miſed to relate a ſtory to you, I ſhall now fulfil 
that promiſe, in the ſame manner I have often 
heard it from my grandfather ; but introducing 
it as you have done your family tale. I have al- 
ready declared I n make your rr _— 
ſtandard of mine. 

& In my grandfather”s time, for it is a tale to 
* which TI have ofteu willingly attended, whatever 
e the reader may do.” I ſay, in my grandfather's 
time, when he belonged to the Old Britannia, a 
company of Slop-ſellers *, who had warehouſes 
at Blackwall, had procured authority from the 
Captain and officers 4, by expreſs agreement in 


India Directors. *4 The King and Parliament. . | 


writing, 
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writing, to ſupply the ſhip's company (in exclu- 
ſion of all others) not only with many articles of 
apparel, ſuch as Gingham trowſers, cotton ſhirts, 
ſilk handkerchiefs+, &c. but alſo of Tozacco . 
The ſervants and apprentices of theſe people had, 
for a great while (it was believed with the con- 
nivance of their maſters) behaved very ill on the 
other ſide of the water F ;---breeding riots, break- 
ing open houſes, knocking people down without 
any provocation, and even robbing them, Now 
as they were all faid to belong to the Britannia, it 
brought a ſcandal upon the ſhip. In order to 
remedy this, the Captain's clerk ||, Mr. Reynard, 
a very ſpirited clever fellow, who had the credit 
and honour of the ſhip much at heart, repreſent- 
ed the matter in a proper light to the Captain and 
officers, and propoſed ſome excellent regulations 
to reſtrain ſuch enormities, The Slop-ſellers art- 
fully contrived, by giving pices of chintz to the 
officer's. girls, and drams among the people, to 
raiſe an outcry againſt poor Mr. Reynard, declar- 


ing that he wanted to deſtroy their articles of 


agreement. Juſt at this time one W1LL 
PRATTLE, a young lad, who had been an Attorney's 
Clerk, was ſo ſtrongly recommended to the Cap- 


_ tain bya jeſuitical fellow, called Malgreedy, that he 


diſmiſſed Mr. Reynard, and got Wilt a Purſer's 
warrant + for the ſhip. Will began by filling the 


* The People. + India goods. { Tea. 8 In India, 
|| Secretary of State, The Charter, ++ Chr of the Ex-——r 
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ſhip's crew, with notions that Mr. Reynard's in- 

ended regulations were a great reſtraint, and 
affeted them, and that it was their intereſt to 
keep the Slop-ſellers agreement ſecured, whatever 
bad uſe they might make of it; that they would 
not be able to get drunk, or kick up a duſt when 
they pleaſed ; but promiſed that he would make 
new orders which ſhould give them the full 
liberty they had before. Will contrived theſe 
regulations ſo as very much to benefit the Slop- 
ſellers and gain their good-will, for he found that 
they had great weight x. He promiſed, that if 
they would uſe their influence to aſſiſt him in 
whatever he wanted, he would, in return, con- 
trive ſuch regulations as would enable them to 
cheat the ſhip's company as much as they thought 
proper. 

Though the Maſter at Arms +, and Corporals, 
with many of the petty officers, were ſtationed pur- 
poſely to prevent it; yet ſeveral of the crew found 
means to bring goods on board, eſpecially tobacco, 
which they purchaſed very cheap out of Dutch 
and other ſhips, and ſold to. the people at a 
cheaper rate than the Slop-ſellers could, As the 
Purſer had a large fee J upon every thing the Slop- 
ſellers ſold, it was therefore his intereſt to ſup- 
preſs this clandeſtine conveyance. This had been 


hinted by the former Purſer d, who, on Mr.  Rey- 
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nard's being turned out, gave up the ſhip; but 
the plan had not been fixed for effecting that 
end; many of thoſe people had been conſined and 
flogged to no purpoſe *. This was a buſineſs of diffi- 
eulty; but Will thought it was a fine opportu- 
[nity of bringing about a double purpoſe, that 
of aggrandizing himſelf, and his now ſworn 
friends, the Slop-ſellers. He had already given 
them ſome proofs of his good-will, by getting 
the Captain and Officers permiſſion to let them 
"borrow a large ſum of money from the people without 
any recompenceF, becauſe they ſaid they had met 

with misfortunes, and were afraid of breaking ; 

but as ſoon as they had got this leave, they ap- 
| peared very gay, and declared they could afford 
to have a very elegant treat among themſelves? . 
Will was not contented with theſe frifing marks 
'of his eſteem and pratitude ; and as the people 
began to ſee the propriety 'of Mr. Reynard's con- 
duct, he feared he ſhould loſe the Captain's fa- 
'your, unleſs ftrongly ſupported by the intereſt 
the $1op-ſellers had got with the Officers. The 
elandeſtine conveyance of tobacco was therefore 
2 very opportune and conyentent circumſtange ; - 
and 777!) propoſed and carried a ſcheme,---That 
the ſhip's company were to pay a certain ſum to 


the Purſer, according as they were rated on the 
ſhip's books F, and that in return they ſhould be 


® Smugglers puniſhed, | + Intereſt, 
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amply recompenced by having the tobacco ſo cheap 
as t9 repay them the ſum which each of them was 70 
pay to the Purſer . T his, as Will Prattle repre- 
ſented it, ſeemed very fair to the generality of 
the people who chewed tobacco; but thoſe who 
could ſee further than the bowſprit-end, ſaid my 

grandfather, knew it was no ſuch thing; for, ſays 
he, you know Tim, that though many in the 
ſhip chew tobacco, yet there are many that do not 
chew ; and its d d hard that a man /bould pay for 
what he does not uſe, in order to make it come cheaprr 
to another who does. My grandfather ſeldom 
ſwore, though a boatſwain, but he always thought 
this ſo great an oppreſſion, that he never ſpoke of 
it but it was accompanied with ſome execration. 
Others, continued he, that chew but very little 
(as for inſtance, myſelf Tim;) two pounds ſerves 
me a twelvemonth, whereas Jack Chip the car- 
penter uſed a pound a month, yet becauſe wwe were 
both tvarrant officers I paid as much as he did. 
This ſhews you the unfairneſ and inequality of 
the exchange; I forget what term our d---d rogue 
of a'Purſer gave it; it was mutation, or commu- 
tation; ſomething ending that way, faith I believe 
It was called combination. However, to tell you 
more of their tricks, by ſome management---or 
miſmanagement among, them, they contrived to make 
near a quarter's payment due from the ſbip's company, 
before they found any ſenſible alteration in the price 
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of the tobacco; and beſides, they perceived that 
the tobacco they now got, was ſo bad, that it was 
not worth any thing like what they were before 
ſerved with. The Slop-ſellers had got leave to take 
back, from the ſbip's company, a quanity of good 
tobacco, they had juft flocked themſelves with, this 
they mixed with near 1300 eight of damaged 
and mouldy fluff, and, putting ſome in every pound, 
obliged the people to take it, and at an advanced price*. 
They alſo got leave to flop an old allowance, which 
had been long made, of about fifteen-pence in every 
pounds worth of tobacco +, which was purchaſed and 
paid for immediately. There were many other 
ſimilar rogueiies practiſed by the Slop-ſellers, with 
the connivance of Vill, at the expence of the 
ſhip's company : who now wiſhed Mr. Reynard 
had ſtill continued Captain's Clerk. They found 
that Mill would ſtick at nothing, whilſt he had 
power to influence the Captain and officers ; he 
always indeed appealed to the people whom the 
ſhip's company made a rule to chuſe from every 
meſs to be ſpokeſmen J for the reſt : but the Slop- 
ſellers had, by preſents and drams properly diſtri- 
buted by their ſervants, procured ſo many of thoſe 
they had made their creatures to be choſen for /pokeſ- 
men, that when they aſſembled in the main hatch- 
zway d, and when Will aſked them any queſtions, 
E Alludes to the damages Teas forced on the public. | 
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they always contrived to make the dane fand 
whichever way he wiſhed the wind to blow *. By 
this means he alleged to the Captain and officers, 
that he only did ſuch things as the ſhip's company 
wiſhed ; whereas, the greateſt part of the meſſes 
wiſhed to have matters directly contrary to what 
their /pokeſmen had agreed to. This was exactly 
the caſe with the tobacco buſineſs, as well as ſome 
others, relating to gin , and purl , and flozwer- 
ed linen waiſtcoats &; but as, by a ſtanding rule 
amongſt them, they could not, for a certain time» 
ehange their /pokeſmen without the Captain's par- 
ticular orders ; they found they had no remedy 
but to give a Repreſentation to their ſpokeſmen, 
and if that failed to ſend à round Robin || to the 
Captain. I was relating this to my friends the 
other day. When I had finiſhed, may I (exclaim-. 
ed Gauge) break my hydrometer, if it is not a 
picture of the times, and Will the Purſer was as 
great a rogue as our preſent ----»---, Here I 
clapped my hand upon his mouth; for being uſed 
to diſcipline, I pay reſpect to my ſuperiors. My 
ſtory is not, I believe, much longer than yours, 
and my ſubject of mixed tobacco, is full as inter- 
eſting as your's of mixed teas; but as one ſhould 
never tell a ſtory without being able to make 
ſome application, I think mine applies ſtrongly 
to my friend Barnaby's remark, that there is in 
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all Government tranſactions a heel within a 
wheel,” or, as Parmeſan ſays, Imperium in Imperio. 
I ſhall make uſe of it too, as applying to my ar- 
gument, by oblerving, that I no more believe 
the ſuppreſſion of ſmuggling to have been the 


real and only cauſe of the Commutation Act, than 


the clandeſtinely bringing the zobacco on board 
the Britannia, was the ole cauſe of WMill the Pur- 
ſer's conduct, That the aggrandizement of the 
India Company was the object in the one caſe, 
as that of the Slop-ſellers in the other: and I think 
all unprejudiccd readers will own my compariſon 
to be juſt, If there is any doubt in the matter 
they ſhall have Gauge's opinion of it, He ſays, 
the ſuppreſſion of ſmuggling can never effectually 
take place, but by a ſufficient reduction of the 
price of Tea, A ſufficient reduction, the Company 
neither will, nor can make ; but if it even was 
effected, we ſhould, perhaps, be getting, (as the 
vulgar have it) ** out of the frying-pan into the fire,” 
Theſe aſſertions, he adds, he could prove, if ne- 
ceſſary; and perhaps may hereafter. Leaving you 
to form your own opinion of the analogy, 


I remain, dear Dick, 


Your's ſincerely, 


TIM TWISTING, 


LETTER 


( 21, ) 


L r Y. : 


DEAR Diek, | 

IF you have digeſted my ec arabifathcrs tale,” 
I think you will very readily acknowledge the 
aptitude of the remark made by Mr. Birch. 
Certainly nothing can be nearer the truth ; and 
was I to enter into the hiſtory of the connexion 
between the Miniſter and the Company ;. their 
obtaining one Act of Parliament to continue a 
million in the public's debt without paying intereſt ; 
and immediately afterwards another, to divide a 

profit of eight per cent. among themſelves; with 
the multitude of untair advantages arifing from 
the Commutation Ad, I could not explain it 
more exactly than my grandfather's ſtory does. 
I ſhall, however, follow your ſteps, and confi- 
der with you (though perhaps more minutely) 
the oR1GINAL eAusz,“ and alſo the © intExNT 
* of the Bill; in what reſpects it has failed, and the 
* cauſe of that failure ;” always holding in view 
your Obſervations and Reminds: ; and taking the 
liberty to comment, and enlarge upon them, 
whereyer they excite my attention or We 
tion. 

I muſt firſt 3 that though I may not 
mention my particulor obligations to my friends 
on every occaſion; yet I conſult them in every 


thing, and advance nothing but what they ap- 
prove, 


Your 
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Your firſt obſervation is a truth I am ſorry 
you have it in your power to promulge,---That 

the Eaft India Company poſſeſs an excluſive right of 
ſupplying Great Britain and Ireland, and their de- 
Pcudencies with tea. My good friend Parmeſan, 
whoſe opinion I would back in theſe caſes againſt 
moſt cheeſemongers in England, ſays, he ſhould 
be glad to ſee that period arrive, (if ever it does) 
when there will be no monopoly of trade. This 
is a very liberal idea for a man in trade ;---but 
Paul is a. princely fellow. The peculiar privi- 
leges, (ſays he) which in an infant State are ex- 
clufively granted to Companies, in order to en- 
courage a particular branch of commerce, it is 
evident muſt operate to public diſadvantage, 
when the State is in a flouriſhing maturity, If 
the trade was opened, theſe peculiar benefits 
would become general, and diffuſive; and the 
public would eventually participate of them, I 
was entirely of Paul's opinion. Smuggling, ſaid 
I, would alſo by this means receive a very great 
check. Do you think ſo? replied Paul. Yes, 
returned I, and in ſupport of my opinion, I will 
quote my learned friend the Tea- dealer, and uſe 
his own argument. He ſays, It is in the 
** power of Quantity to reduce Price.” But our 
great Company, (friend Paul) as well as all 
other Companies, know too well the benefit of 
the Dutch policy reſpecting their ſpices, not to 
prevent the market being overſtocked, Was the 


India 
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India trade open; the quantity of goods which 
would be imported from thence, would in all 
probability make it little worth the ſmugglers. 
attention to bring them from the continent. To 
draw a concluſion from friend Tziaing's own 
argument, is certainly fair. If Quantiiy has 
e power to reduce Price,” and the reduction of 
price thereby will be a means of making ** the 
ce Ymuggler inevitably give way” (as he ſays)--= 
then I conclude, that the quantity which an open 
trade would bring to market; muſt have the ſame 
effect. By the ſuppreſſion of the ſmuggling, 
that half of the India Company's commerce, 
which he alledges they are now robbed-of-by the 
ſmugglers, would be enjoyed by the public; the 
Revenue not be defrauded of ſo confiderable a 
ſum, as he now ſuppoſes it to be; © the fair 
Dealer no longer be oppreſſed and borne down ;” nor 
would it continue to be an object to foreign 


companies, purſuing a trade to China, for an 
article which they do not conſume in their own 


country, nor could find a vent for in this. 
My friend Paul nodded affent, and the club a- 
greed to it, nem. con. A remark which you 
make in this place, my Brother Dealer, I muſt 
obſerve is untrue. You ſay * a very large ſum 
was raiſed moſt equally, and conſequently an- 
equitably upon only a part of the Conſumers of 
Tea.” The falfity of this poſition is evident; 
for the Conſumers of the Tea, which paid the 

duty 
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duty, paid no more than what they legally ought 
to have paid, ſuppoſing no ſmuggling had ex- 
iſted; nor did they pay for what they did not 
conſume, in order to indemnify the Revenue for 
the loſs it might ſuftain by thoſe who conſumed 

Ten coithont the payment of the duty. That thouſands 

who pay to the preſent Window Tax, are exact - 
Iy thus circumſtanced, is as true, as the other 
idea was falſe; for they do actually pay “ un- 
equally, "and © unequitably.” 

_ Your's, ever 


TIM TWISTING. 
"S; 3%, #5 & 9 « hh 


Dax Diex, | 
**ACCORDING 'to our propoſed plan, let us 
now conſider the © ORIGINAL cavse” of the 
Bill : and, by an inveſtigation of the circum- 
ſtances attendant upon it, endeavour to traee it 
to its true ſource; and examine whether the mo- 
tive you aſcribe, that is SMUGGLING, WAS the true 
and /ole cauſe ; or whether it was not and how 
1 far ſo, only a ſecondary conſideration; and uſed as 
i a neceſſary means and pretence, to forward and 
conceal the true and principal end for which the 
Bill was framed. 
The loſs to the revenue, by the illegal traffic 
in Tea, was the oftenſible cauſe for which this Bill 
was 
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was formed ; but it will be worth inquiry, whe- 
ther the public, or the India Company, and Tea- 
dealers, were the greateſt ſufferers. However mag- 
nified, through the Miniſter's medium, the loſs 
may appear, which the Revenue ſuſtains from the 
exiſtence of the ſmuggler ; yet that loſs is by no 
means adequate to what it is in general, and with. 
out confideration ſuppoſed to be. What I have 
advanced may appear ſtrange to thoſe, who do 
not recollect the very large ſums, that accrue to 
the revenue, from the ſale of the ſeizures ; and 
which, if inquired. into, will be found (compa- 
retively | ſpeaking) to reduce that ideal mountain 
to a mole-hill. | 
That the loſs to the India Company thereby, is 
very great, is undeniable; fince you alledge it 
deprived them of one-half of their commerce” in 
that article. Even that part of the illicit trade 
which is ſeized, and from which the revenue 
derives an advantage; is a prejudice to the Com- 
pany. Some of the Tea- dealers too, (the fair 
| dealers I mean) are alſo loſers; but by the tefli- 
mony of your own words, there are alſo a very 
great number, who derived a large benefit from 
ſmuggling : as the quantity of illicit Tea which 
they ſold, was equal, or nearly ſo, to that of 
their legal trade. That the ſuppreſſion of ſmug- 
gling, as that illicit practice interfered with the 
intereſt of the India Company, and the Tea- 
dealers, (conſidering them as à part of the great 
E whole 
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2vhole) was neceſſary, is true; provided that in 
effecting a good for that part, the intereſt of the 
zvhole- is not thereby affected. Still, however, 
if the advantages accruing to the public, are 
comparatively trifling; and thoſe ta the indivi- 
duals extenſive, and enormous; we may juſtly ſup- 
poſe the latter, to be the principal objects con- 
ſidered in the formation of any plan productive 
of thoſe benefits. If, on the other hand, diſa+ 
vantages which ariſe from any ſyſtem, are nume- 
rous againſt the public; but are not exiſting on 
the ſide af the individuals, this is a ſtrong ad- 
ditional proof, of their intereſt wg the . firſt 
object. 

If. theſe tenets be allowed, let us th kan 
to the examination of the preſent caſe; and ſtate. 
the advantages, and diſadvantages, ariſing both to 
the Public, and the India Company, by the 
Commutation Af : or, as you chuſe to term it, 
the Tea AA. I ſhall ſtate this, by defire of my 
friend . Parmeſan, as a man of a in the 
way of Debtor and (vii | 
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1 ſhall leave it to fo able a caſuiſt as yourſelf 
to ſtrike the balance with nicety, and exactneſs, 
only obſerving in this letter; that the extra gains, 
which the Company have derived already, from 
ſome of thoſe favourable articles in the account, 
amounts by your own ſtatement, to more than te 
hundred thohſand pounds. 

1 am, with great regard, 
Dear Dick, 
Your's fincerely 15 
'TIM TWISTING. 


ow Wo LETTER” VII 


Dear Dick, 

AS you inform us in your lucubrations, that 
you are a ſtranger to the“ hore ſubſecive” of the 
day, I have therefore, (in order to make them 
more agreeable for your peruſal) divided my 
remarks into convenient portions; that, like 
| ſhort ſtages upon a long journey; you may have 
frequent opportunity of reſting, and thereby leſ- 
fen the fatigue of it. It is true we are travelling 
in a dirty, intricate road; and where the directing 
Poſts are ſo rotten, hollow, and impaired, they are 
only fit to be burnt; but it is to be hoped proper 
perſons will undertake to repair this road ; and 
give us other girefting" poſts, that will not deceive, 
and cheat us in our way as theſe have done. 


But 


CP ) 

But to proceed :---In my laſt I gave you a ge- 
neral and true ſtatement of the different advan- 
tages and diſadvantages which the public, and the 
India Company, receive from the late revenue 
change of ſyſtem. To aſk you on which fide the 
balance preponderates, were equally as abſurd ; 
as it would be an inſult en your good ſenſe and 
candour. When we ſee only numereus and 
enormous advantages on the fide of the Company; 
and nothing but vaſt diſadvantages on that of the 
public; can we heſitate a moment in concluding 
what was the GRAND OBJECT in view; or in ac- 
knowledging that the ſtudied intereſt, and agran- 
dizement of that body; was the principal cauſe ; 
whatever flattering reaſons were held out to the 
public, that ſunggling as relating to them, by 
being prejudicial to the revenue, was the ſole 
motive which gave riſe to the intention of paſ- 

ſing ſuch an act. 
The IN TEN T of the Act, you obſerve, was 
& the ſuppreſſion of ſmuggling.” That this was 
one intention of the Bill, I agree with you, as it 
was a neceſſary means, for promoting what the 
Miniſter had ſo much at heart; and it was ima- 
gined the boaſted reduction of the prices of Tea; 
(the mode propoſed by ſuch ſuppreſſien ;) would 
be a good gilding, for the nauſeous political pill, 
which was found neceſſary to be adminiſtered by 
the State Phyſicians, I ſhall therefore confider he- 
ther the propaſed mode of ſuppreſſion, is hitherto 


or 


( 3x ) 


or is in future; likely to prove efficacious; and in 
my ſucceeding) letters I ſhall comment upon the 
advantages which have, and are likely to ariſe to 
the Company; remarking upon their conduct, as 
it relates to the ſubject in queſtion. Having con- 
ſidered the intent of the Bill, you remark, that 
the abjeft in vie might be good, and yet the 
* means: of obtaining it bad.“ In this my own 
and my friends opinions, correſpond with yours; 
but as you juſtly obſerve, it will therefore be 
* neceſſary to conſider the particular means by 
which Government intended to accompliſh this 
deſireable purpoſe,” You advanced that the 
ſmuggler could not be deſtroyed “ by force of arms, 
* nor by any laws that were conſiſtent with the 
* mild nature of the Engliſh Conftitution.” In 
this, both my friend Gauge, and myſelf, differ from 
you; and are of opinion, that by the amend- 
ments which have been already made in the laws 
againſt ſmugglers, with reſpect to the Hovering 
Act, the Conſtruction and Rigging of Veſſels, 
&c. with others that might {till be made, and 
enforced by a ſufficient enlargement of the num- 
ber of cruizers againſt them; the practice of 
ſmuggling would, if not wholly deſtroyed, be 
reduced to a very inconſiderable extent. 

The intended mode, for the ſuppreſſion of 
ſmuggling was, by a ſufficient reduction in the 
price of the legally conſumed Tea, to underſell 
the ſmuggler. It was therefore thought neceſſary 

ro 
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to take off all former duties, leaving only a new 
one of 121. 10s. per cent. upon the prices at which 
the Tea ſhould be purchaſed by the dealers. I 
muſt now obſerve, that though I agree with you, 
that the ſ»ppreſſion of that gain which had hither- 
64 to encouraged his depredations* would be an ef- 
fectual mode of accompliſhing the abolition of 
ſmuggling ; yet neither friend Gauge or myfelf 
allow, that the preſent propoſed means will ever ac- 
compliſh the end; or that the ſmuggler has not 

thereby “ amends left for the riſk to which an illicit 
& trade is liable.” I wiſh not to deny the juſtneſs 
of your poſitions, without ſhowing ſome cauſe 
for my objections. That ſhall be the buſineſs of 
my next letter. | bo | 

| Ever your's, 


TIM TWIST ING, 


TH. TIER VB. 


Dr: ar Dick, 

MY laſt letter denied the juſtneſs FR your po- 
fition, that the means at preſent propoſed, were 
ſufficient to ſuppreſs the ſmuggler. I thought it 
neceſſary, that I ſhould in this matter, take the 
ſenſe of the whole club: and ſhall give you Mr. 


Parmeſan's ſentiments, which were approved of 
without one diſſentient voice, 


It 
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it Is pretty well known in the commercial 
world, ſays Parmeſan; * 
iſt, That the foreign Companies can import 
at a cheaper rate than ours; (it is ſuppoſed 
by one-third) and for theſe reaſons ;. their 
ſeamen have leſs wages, and are not ſo well 
victualled; their ſhips in general are not ſo 
expenſively found; and ſhips ſtores are ſo much 
eaſier and cheaper to be obtained: | 
2dly. That in a trade, which it is ſo much 
their intereſt to ſupport; as that of ſmuggling 
into- this country, one of their greateſt articles: 
of commerce to India; which is not conſumed: 
in their own; they will rather for a tine eonti- 
nue to employ a part of their capital without 
emolument, or even at ſome loſs upon one article; 
than forego, if poſſible, the advantages reſulting 
from a future continuance of ſo beneficial a 
trade. This is a ſcheme which many monopo- 
lzing Companies and Indiyiduals have * 

in this kingdom. 
3dly: That it is further their intereſt ſtill to 
continue the importation at any rate, having a 
double chance for a ſale, either to the Britiſh 
India Company, from hom they will inſure 
ſome gain, (and who muſt continue to My 
to prevent the ſmuggler from doing it) ; | 
the Company do not, they can then Regs — 
ſmuggler at a lowet rate. 


F athly; 
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_4thly. That numbers of perſons, who have 
and are amaſſing fortunes in India, and are pre- 
vented from remitting them home in ſpecie, 
will rather loſe à part, and ſend it home in value 
by means of this trade, than let it remain in 
India. 

From theſe circumſtances it is clear, that me 
foreign Companies can afford hereafter, as they 
now do, to make it ſtil} worth the ſmuggler's 
while: to continue his practices. It is a well 
known fact, that at Gottenburgh, Copenhagen, 
and Oſtend, the befi Teas are fold from eighteen- 
pence to two ſhillings, and very good even ſo. 
tow: as thirteen-pence. But let us compare the 
different prices at which the purchaſers in retail 
may rective them from the Dealer and the Smug- 
Kur. The following ſtatement of friend Birch's,g 
will, 1 flatter myſelf, make the matter very: 
clear. 4 

- By the Corripany' 8 Repbn; th tha average Prices 
20 the "_ of the. beſt Teas were as followW ꝛ2 


: | | - . 5. d. 
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Aut for the ſake of argument, let us only take 
th prices, at which the beſt Teas were put up. 
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| Dealer's profit only reckoned 
at 5 por cent. 


| | 3 11 

Prime colt to the "Ay J 7 TE 
ler one-third leſs 

Profit, 25 you Kent. Ke, 642 9 h 
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Smuggler can underſell the Dealer 1 22 
I᷑, is here to be obſeryed, that the average on 
which the calculation is made, has no allowatcg 
for any advance; whereas the advances, it is 
plain, as the Report ſtates, more than doubled 
the putting up prices, The calculation allows 
the Dealer a profit of only five per cent. on the 
average. I fancy you will chink this but a very 


moderate allowance. I will not, however, ft 
you, my friend Dich, what is your profit, bes 
cauſe you have flatly informed us, you vill not 
tell, The ſmuggler, on the contrary, is calcu 
lated to receive a profit of 25 per cent. and yet 
it is plain he can fell his Tea for one«third le/5 

"- EY than 


—»— — — — — — 
* — noe —— — — 
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than the Dealer. You will further notice, that 
we have taken the Smuggler's prime coſt at one» 
third leſs than the putting up prices, on a ſup- 
poſition that they were the loweſt the India Com- 
pany could fix; but when we confider the ſcope 
given by the Act, we cannot ſuppoſe that to 
be the caſe; and if hey can in reality afford to 
ſell them lower, ſo can the foreign Companies 
in the proportion of one-third. The Act ſpecifies 
that the putting up prices ſhall not, in future, 
exceed the prime coft, intereſt of money, charges of 


Freight, warehouſe room, inſurance, and other ex- 
; pences, and the Company have declared they muſt 
be guided thereby. What theſe are, or will be, 


depends ſo much upon contingent circumſtances, 
that the public can form no adequate idea, whe- 
ther the prices are proportionate to them. [I 
muſt add, that from their conduct hitherto, the 
public kave no reaſon to expect indulgencies which 
interfere with the avaricious views of thoſe gen- 
tlemen, who know very well how to calculate. 
that oNE PENNY more in every pound of Tea 
which the public conſume, will accumulate at 
the year's end, to no leſs a ſum than rirry 
THOUSAND POUNDS, according to the fuppoſed 
demand of three millions of pounds at each 
quarterly ſale; nor are we to expect that the 
Miniſter will be a controul upon them who have 
already given us ſo many proofs, that no conſi- 
deration of _— public good muſt interfere with 

| | their 
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their intereſts; and that their avarice muſt be fed 
roth the money of the people. From the foregoing 
ſtatements, I think it is evident that the partica- 
lar means by which Government intended to ac- 
compliſh this deſireable purpoſe,” are by no 
means adequate to the end, although you © look 
forward to the eſtabliſhment of ſuch moderate 
prices of Tea in this country, as ſhall prevent 
any foreign nation from importing that com- 
modity from China for our uſe, perhaps for its 
own,” Let us allow, for a moment, that a ſuſh- 
cient reduction in the price of Teas, could, by 
the propoſed means, take place, ſo as to leave 
no temptation to the ſmuggler ; {till ſuch means 
are not in any degree ſo eligible as that of effect- 
ing it by“ force of arms,” as the preſcnt only 
tends to a ſuppreſſion of one article alone, where- | 
as that of force would be equally preventive of 
all others, Perhaps the Miniſter, from the good 
effects of this hopeful ſcheme; may with to make 
it a precedent for future commutations, at leaft of 
the taxes upon all ſuch articles, as our own mu- 
nufactures would not prevent; and we may ex- 
pect a door or chimney tax, as a commutation for 
thoſe on Burgundy and Claret. The Miniſters 
might then, at their Cabinet dinners, and other 
convivial meetings, enliven their imaginations by 
draughts as copious as economical, and the farmer 
be told by the tax-gatherer, that though he did 
not nor ever had taſted Claret, his houſe had a 
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deor big enough to receive a hogſhead. Still, 
there would remain many atticles, the taxes upon 


which cannot be commuted, and therefore the 


ſmuggler would have ſome openings ftill left. 
Thus far have we confidered the intent, and the 
means propoſed for effecting the end of the Com- 


mutation Bill, or, according to your phraſe, the 
Tea Bill.” The public, my dear Dick, would 


be happy TI am certain to have it proved to them, 


by fo learned and logical a writer as yourſelf, that 
the evils of this Bill confiſted only“ in the BAD 


cc NAME tubich vas given 10 it at its firfl appearance 


Lin the world; or that they were done away by 


your anabapiiſtical commutation of it. The Mini- 


ſter will (I doubt not) be equally obliged to you, 


to convince him that the © 600D name” which yo 
have given it was the“ precious ointment,” which 


could heal the complaints it has occaſioned. As 
you ſcem to be fo attached to a2 good name,” 


which to a” tradeſman particularly. is indeed 

e- like precious ointment.“ I wonder you have not 

quoted a fimilar proverb, and told the worthy, 

liberal, and diſintereſted gentlemen of Leadenhall- 
ftreet, , good name is better than great riches.” 

1 am, dear Dick, e 

Tours, unalterably,- ß, 

TIM TWISTING: 


LETTER 
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LETTER IX. 


? 


" Tas 1 


NOTWITHSTANDING the Autering * 
pect your imagination has preſented you with, 
your next obſervation is, that the Bill has failed 
in the reduction of the price of Tea, that, 
te this failure has already produced another failures 
& viz. that the pecuniary compenſation Which might 
c reaſonably have been expected, and unleſs ſome pro- 
per remedy can be applied, it ſeems likely. to ſuper- 
© znduce the additional failure of that grand object 
« of the Tea Bill, the ſuppreſſion of ſmuggling. 
J am very ſorry your pleafing- viſions were 1a 
tranſitory, but being awaked from the agree- 
able deluſion, you proceed to enumerate the 
« cauſes of this failure.” The firſt of which 
you attribute to the © interference of the Smug- 
ler,” and ſupport your affertion by the hearſay: 
evidence of a © certain Dealer: but, let me aſl 
you; if this was really the caſe, and the India 
Company ſaw thole ©* immoderate prices given with. 
that ** regret” you ©* Hope; and that their advan 
tages depended upon à reduction of prices,” would. 
they not in their repott have given the ſamt 
reafon which you have ſo ſtrenuouſly advan- 
ced ? Surely they would have been happy te 
have had ſuch a ſanction ;---but- how widely do- 
you differ. Their report tells us that the chiefs 


d 


reaſon 


Ca ) 


* for the prices being kept up was, “ hat 

* the additional demand ariſing tro the ſuppreſſing 
* of ſmuggling, has been in proportion much 
* greater in fine Teas than in thoſe of inferior qua- 
* ity.” The truths which have ſince been 
brought to light, give us the ſtrongeſt reaſon 
to conclude, that neither you, nor the Company 
have adduced the real cauſe in the foregoing 
aſſertions. I ſhall beg leave to quote what fol- 
lows in your obſervations, and by making a 


right application, take it as an argument in 


ſupport of thoſe truths. T have ſince been aſſured 


that the COMBINATION which ab formed in order to 


keep up the prices of Tea at the firſt part of the Sale, 


| Bas been acknowledged by thoſe coho were concerned in 


it. This is a fact. Mr. B- has not ſcrupled 
to defend the employment of a Silk Broker, as 
the Agent of this combination. From what fol- 
lows, however, I will have more charity than 
to ſuppoſe you were ** aſſured” that it was this 


kind of conibination; but I think it proves that 


the prices which had been fixed by zhe 
artifices of the enemy, were not wholly fixed by 
that enemy the Smuggler. Your uſual ſagacity, 
my dear Sir, muſt have furely failed. You, in 
this inſtance, when you ſay that the Eaſt India 
&, Directors appeared to you to have done every thing 
< in their power after the Bill had paſſed, to 
& give efficacy to the plan, and to inſure thoſe re- 
— 2 293 prices tohich it had promiſed.” For in your 
Qbſer< 
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Obſervations, (p. 20.) you advance; that the 
Tea Act certainly promiſed great advantages tb 
the Eaſt India Company; but all “ thefe advan- 
fages depended upon & REDUCTION or PRICE ;” 
yet you convince us, in (p. 16 of your Remarks) 
« that rot by a reduflion, but by an exceſs of 
price, they receive an additional advantage of 
200,0001,” I will venture to ſay, it was not 
with the © regret” you “ hope,” that they ſaw 
ſuch emolument accruing to themſelves ; nor do 
I think with you, that it was © vat of their power 
o reftrain'this evil.” If they had real Smug- 
glers to deal with, in thoſe defigning Tea-buyers,” 
they are indeed, Sons of the Qcean, rough as 
your figure of the raging waves; yet I con- 
celve they might effectually have ſaid, thus 
fur ſhalt thou go and no farther.” It is true the 
worthy Directors, on the petition of the fair 
Dealers ſuſpended the Sale. Could they, friend 
Twining, do leſs? Would not a contrary conduct 
have ſubjected them to a ſuſpicion, that they did 
© not ſee toith regret” the great exceſs of price. 
But they did more, fay you; they ſuffered the 
purchaſers to relinquiſh their purchaſes---Gene- 
Tous indeed! But were they not at the ſame time 
certain, that when the Sale recommencod ; this 
great exceſs would, (as it really did, ) again 
take place. A ſecond ſuſpenſion followed. The 
. 2 of the Dealers was then partly” com- 
G 1 7500 
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Cond 
plied N r this ſuſpenſion "A ſome re» 
Renee to the firſt. 


It is evident, that if che bigh F at the 
* were · Smugglers, their principal end, was 


to force the fair Dealers to purchaſe at a, great 


price in ↄrder to underſell them; but if this was 
not attainable,by.the,purchaſe of the Tea; they 
could. then have the means, of ſelling what they 
had .purgbaſed,: at a greater price than they 
uſually did; from the Increaſed. demand, the 
ſcarcity. would of courſe occaſion. Both theſe 


circumſtances anſwered the avaritious views of 


the Company 3. whether the Dealer, or the 
Smuggler, bought the Teas at an advanced 
price, the advantage was the ſame to them; 
their market was raiſed, which ever hands it went 
If the wiſdom of the whole body of 8 
n not. Point out a fufficient method to op- 
poſe effectually the artifices of thoſe efening 
Ted+b1yex5y); whether {ſmugglers or Puffers; it 33 


would be highly pręſumptive, to imagine that 


ſuch ſagacity could poſſibly be found in the brain 
of a Segmmau; or even in thoſe of my ſenſible 
Friends, Neff. Parmeſan, Gauge, or Birch. I ſhall 
therefore only q enture to ſay, that we do think 
a; Way might haue been found; but ſhall, be as 
ſilent what that way is, as you were on the motive 
of the meaſures which you recommended; be- 
eauſc, however good; it would be as little attended 

to. 
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to. That the Directors or the Miniſter ſhould 
not have diſcoyered foreſight ſufficient, and have 
formed ſome preventive plan; is not at all ſur- - 
prizing : for they were both too much intereſted 
in an exceſs of price, to attempt the prevention; 
the latter from the circumſtance of making good 
| any deficiency in his calculations; by the increaſe 
in the receipts of the duty of 121. 10s. for ey ery 
hundred pounds which the ſale produced; a ſum 

which actually returned to the Exchequer above 
12,0001. You tell us that he meaſures recom. 
« mended by the Tea-dealers, were adopted in the 
“ HANDSOMEST manner.” * 'They (meaning the 
Company) made every declaration we wiſhed them 
* to make,” = that it was not in their power 
„ to do more.” The recommendation, or the 
adoption of the meaſures cannot be much boaſt- 
ed of. The 200,000). loſt to the public, and 
gained by the Company, is but a ſorry proof of 
the utility of thoſe meaſures ; I muſt therefore 
ſuſpend a coincidence with the affertion, «We 
* certainly did good,” till a better prpof appears: 
and I have not the ſatisfaction to believe, that the 
public experience any good effect from it; how-. 
ever they may be diſpoſed to believe vou, whep 
you add Me had done ALL the good which itt 7003 

in our potver to do.“ 3 
| I am, dear Dick, 2 
E cTallingly. your's, | 
TIM TWISTING. 
G 2 e 
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Dzar Dicx, 


HAVING thus diſpoſed o 3 your firſt principal 
cauſe of the preſent failure of the Tea Af, the arti- 


fices of the ſmuggler, I come now to your ſe: 
* * the ſcarcity of Tea throughout the kingdom, 
ce not only in the fhop of the Tea-dealer, and the clo- 
e ſet of the conſumer, but alſo iu the warehouſes of 
«© the Eaſt India Company.” If we may ar- 
gue from analogy, and judge of a particular 
action of any man, or ſet of men, by the gene- 
ral tenor of their conduct, (which I preſume is 
a very fair method) we have, in this inſtance, 
great room for believing, that the ſcarcity in the 
ſhops, and cloſets, was artificially created by thoſe 
monopolizing gentlemen, to produce (by the re- 
ſumption of the Teas formerly purchaſed,) the 
effect it did produce, and which is ſo loudly com- 


plained of. 


It required no gift of ſecond- fight, to foreſee 
the conſequences; and I think it is not without 


juſtice, that his cauſe of the failure has re- 


«© peatedly been attributed to the Miniſter, to the 
% Faft India Company, and the Tea-dealers.” You 
decline a juſtification of the meaſures of the 
& firſt, or the conduct of the ſecond,” becauſe 
« they would deſpiſe ſo feeble an advocate.” It 
would be very ungenerous and unfair in either 
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to deſpiſe their advocate for defending meaſures, 
the propriety of which they had eonſulted with 
him upon, and whoſe advice they had adopted. 
But ſecond thoughts are beſt; for you immedi- 
ately declare, that Though you ſhall not at- 
<< tempt to ſay every thing which may be ſaid up- 
« on the ſubjedt, it is neceſſary that” you ou 
on "Je ry ſomething." 

A quotation of that part of the Act then fol- 
lows, which is declaratory of the ſtock the Com- 
pany were to keep; the number of ſales they 
were annually to make ; and the quantity of Tea 
they were to expoſe at each particular ſale, and 
then you obſerve, that they were obliged ** to put 
« ip at the two firft ſales, a larger quantity of Tea 
than they had actually delivered in twelve 
months, and a larger quantity than the conſump- 
« tion, both legal and illegal, of fix months had, ac. 
« cording to the moſt probable calculations, ever 
been.” How does this correſpond with your 
previous allegation, that the ſcarcity of the Tea 
* in the Company's warehon ſes,” was a ſecond cauſe 
of failure. The annual legal conſumption (it is 
now ſuppoſed,) will be twelve millions of pounds; 
and they have, between the months of September 
and January, expoſed to fale near ten millions. 
Surely, therefore, the ſcarcity cannot be urged 


«c 


«c 


Lay 


«c 


as a cauſe; for within two millions of the ſup- 
poſed conſumption of a year, has been put up in 
| little more than one quarter. That the reſump- 
tion 
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tion of the purchaſed Teas was neceſſary, to make 
up. this quantity, I allow; but as that was a cir- 
cumſtance previous to the ſale, the ſcarcity which 
without that ſupply, might have been pleaded, 
certainly cannot now; as it did not at, the time 
of the ſale exiſt; and of courſe could have no 
influence on the prices. It ſeems very. clear, 
therefore, that neither © ſmugglers” or © ſcarcity” 
were the real cauſe of failure in the reduction of 
price. The conduct of the Directors, in taking 
back the Teas, is a circumſtance ſo palpably di- 
rected to their own intereſt; that we cannot but 
conclude the whole a predetermined matter let 
us examine into it. ; 

There was an apparent. equivocation on the 
part of the Directors, at the firſt outſet of this 
buſineſs, ** A plan had been preſented by the Com- 
&« pany to the former Adminiſtration, and had been 
{© favouradly received. A Committee was appointed 
y the Houſe of Commons to inquire into the re- 
* port,” At the May fale, the queſtion was 
alked by the Dealers; whether any alteration was 
to take place in che duties? The Directors gave 
for anſwer, ** that they had no reaſon to expect 
6c any alperation in the duty at any particular 
« time.” The ſale was “ ſcar cely over when the 
6 Tea-gealers, who were of Gur ſe loaded with 

& goods, heard that a Bill was to be brought into 
Parliament almoſt immediately, in order to leſſen 
« the duty upon Tea,” Does it appear likely, 

| | that 


. 

chat the Directors had no previous intelligence 
of the intended alteration; and does not their 
anſwer ſeem to contain a kind of mental reſerva- 
tion, in the words ** at any particular time.“ 

The Dealers then pointed out two modes of re- 
lief for themſelves; the firſt, that the Company 
ſhould take back.the Tea the Dealers had already 
purchaſed, at Prime coſt. The other, an allowance 
of INE for the Dealers to diſpoſe of their lock. 
After repeated meetings and deliberations, . the 
cc Eaft India Directors, who, when the idea of 
& taking back the Tea at prime coft was firſt men- 
5 tioned, SEEMED TO THINK ir IMPRACTICABLE,” 

ſent a paper to the Dealers, to know whether they 
thought the ſame circumſtance would be à ſuffici- 
ent relief? Did this require-ſuch repeated ** meet- 
« ings;” ſuch *<* deliberations?” Did they not 
know at firſt,” as well as you know at this time, 
that ſuch a mode was of evident conſequence to 
their intereſt ? If {as you urge a reduction of 
price was to be the-great means of. advantage to 
them; and that reduction was to be obtained by 
« -quantity.;* were they ſo blind as not to, ſee 
the neceſſity of it? Surely not. Their heſitation 
ſeems rather to be a feint, to cover the many advan- 
tages which would accrue to them from ſuch a mea- 
ſure. Perhaps it might be, till they had determin- 
ed the ſubject of diſcount. Perhaps, till they had 
concluded on the mode of inter mixing the damaged 
7 246. The reaſon, however, which they thought 


proper 
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proper to give, was, that the reduction of duty 
* would, according to this plan, take place much 
« ſooner thanx it could do according to the other.“ 
Could the united wiſdom of the whole Court of 
Directors, added to the foreſight of the Minifter, 
and the fagacity of Mr. Twining, diſcover no 
other made, which would prove as ſatisfaftory 
1c to the Dealers,” and alſo more © advantageous 
* to the public.“ As you are fond of proverbs, 
I beg leave to introduce the old one, None are 
fo blind as thoſe who will not ſee. Whether this 
was the caſe with you, I cannot determine; but 
conviction ſeems to follow cloſe upon the heel 
of your aſſertion; for only five lines further we 
find, But to the public it did vor prove advan- 
« tageous.” This is what we ſailors term filling 
and backing ; but perhaps the Dirèctors channel 
then was narrow, and you were dropping up with 
the tide of intereſt, You add, Perhaps you 
. ought to have foreſeen it.” The public will 
agree with you, and. the Miniſter ought to thank 
you, for your very kind exculpation of him, 
when you conclude, a practical Tra- dealer was 

4 certainly more culpable for want of forefight than 
«© the Minifter.” The - epithet ! pratchical, I 
own I do not clearly comprehend the application 
of, unleſs it is a phraſe of diſtinction, and means 
to point out Mr. P. as an unpractical Dealer in 
Tea. But to proceed - The Directors them- 
vs en you fay, © who made the propaſal of 
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te zaking back our Tea at prime coſt, declared that 
ve they expected to be conſiderable loſers by ſo doing.” 
Your memory, my dear Dicky, ſeems in this 
place to be rather ſhort ; for a few pages pre- 
vious (vide p. 25) you have told us that it was 
one of the modes which were pointed out by the 
* Dealers ;” that the Directors at firſt * ſeemed 
* t think it impracticab le; and that it was not 
till © after repeated meetings and deliberations,” 
that they concluded on this method for the relief 
of the Dealers. 

Let us now ſcrutinize into the merits of chair 
declaration, that they expected to be conſidera- 
ble loſers. In page 10, of your Remarks. on the 
Report, you inform us, it was impoſſible to bring 
* forward a ſale ſo ſaon as the 16th of September, 
2 unleſs it were to conſiſt of returned Teas, which 

C you had already ſeen.” From hence it is plain, 
that the Company had no alternative, and that 
here was a neceſſity for them to agree to the 
reſumption of the Teas; this was not however 
the only apparent reaſon : though your forefight 
did not diſcover to you the diſadvantage it might 
produce to the public, I have not a doubt but 
the Company and their Patron clearly foreſaw | 


the benefits that would reſult to them. 
Theſe I ſhall reſerve for my next r. 1 
am for the preſent, | 
Reſpectfully yours, 
TIM T WISTING. 
H LETTER 


( 93 
LETTER XL. 


Dax Dicx, 


1 Shall not dwell upon the very great advan- 
tage, which we may ſuppoſe the Company foreſaw 
might be made through the mediun1 of a Silk- 
broker, in procuring them at the late Sale a 
greater price for thoſe Teas, than they had 
fetched at the former Sale; but, I will venture 
to ſay, there can ſcarde remain a doubt but the 
floppage of the diſcount upon fuch a conſiderable 
quantity of Tea, was no ſmall inducement to 
their conſenting to take it back from the Dealers. 
This I may, from your own calculation aſſert, 
was an extra emolument, of more than 1HIRTy 
THOUSAND POUNDS; fince you ſtate the whole of 
the diſcount at about 66,0001. 

It is true the Teas put up, in addition to the 
returned Teas, conſiſted of about 6000 cheſts ; 
but on a comparative review of the number of 
cheſts in each ſpecies we ſhall find, that the 
greateſt part of the difference lay in the cheapeſt 
Teas, Bohea and Singlo, which together amounted 
to 4773 cheſts ; from theſe, but a ſmall propor- 
tion of the diſcount aroſe ; the Congou had only 
349, and the Hyſon 458 additional cheſts ; but 
there was a ſuperiority of 575 cheſts in favour of 
the returned Souchong Teas, If I had therefore 
ſtated the diſcount of the returned Teas at 
40, oool. 


(* Þ 


40,0001. I fancy I ſhould not. have been above 
the truth. Had theſe Teas remained in the 
Dealers hands, it would have ſaved ſo much mo- 
ney to the public, by preventing the Company 
from gaining that ſum. Whatever this manu - 
vre may be in /o reſpedtable a. body, I am 
of opinion, had an individual practiced a ſimilar 
ſcheme, he would haye riſqued a proſecution 
from the worthy Society of Guardians againſt 
Swindlers. The next great benefit, which the 
conduct of the Directors gives us too much rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe they had in view, was the means 
which it afforded for relieving themſelves during 
the great demand they knew would be created, 
of near 1300 cheſts of bad Tea, of which I ſhall 
take notice hereafter. And now let me aſk you, 
if it is a fair queſtion,---Whether it was never 
hinted to you, that the ſhorteſt and beſt method 
would have been for the Dealers to have had 
certificates allowed them for the ſurpluſage of 
the duties above twelve and a half per cent. on 
the price at which they had purchaſed ? That 
this method would have ſaved to the public the 
ſum of 100,000l. you have cleariy demon- 
ſtrated ; and that it was a method which would 
have been approved of by ſome of the Dealers, 
I know to be a fact. My queſtion is, however, 
in a great meaſure anſwered-by your own words, 
in (page 31) of your Obſervations. Alluding to 
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the Dealers, you proceed, © For if they eduld 
© have foreſeen that their Teas would have been 
« worth much more money under the new re- 

4% gulation, than they were under the old, {end 
doe had been repeatedly aſſured that if we kept the 
« Teas, tie foauld not pay more than the go duty 
« pon them) we certainly ſhould not have been 
4 fo anxious to have returned thoſe Teas at 
% prime coſt.“ Does not this clearly prove, 
that the idea of keeping the Teas, and receiving 
the ſurplus df the old duties, was amongſt the 
% modes” which you were confidering upon? 
Will the public believe that the Minifter, the 
Directors, or the Dealers Repreſentative, had not 
weighed this amongſt the other modes,” or 
that intereſt was not the bias which inclined 
their choice to that which they adopted ? 

Reſpecting the Miniſter, we can with certainty 
ſay, that his conduct with regard to the reſump- 


tion, was, in a public light, truly conſiſtent 


with his general principle, in aſſenting to every 
thing which had a tendency to aggrandize his 


beft friends. Some who inveſtigate the matter 


more narrowly, may be apt to recollect how far 
former Miniſters have been connected with great 
Companies, and how far even their pecuniary 
intereſts were blended; as was the caſe in the 
South Sea ſcheme of infamous memory, Such 
perſons would argue that ſimilar effects proceed 
from ſimilar cafes; and in that caſe our worthy 

Premier 
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Premier would be compared to a finuggling 
privateer, which, under the ſanction of benefits 
ting the nation, is committing private depre- 
dations upon its property. With reſpect to 
the Directors, their views from the circum- 
ſtaces I have mentioned are too evident to 
need any other illuſtration, and contrary to your 
favourable idea, really do, to uſe your own 
words, imply that the Directors expefted that 
* profit which they have actually received upon 
©. the returned Teas;” notwithſtanding you 
% ill not think, ſo ill of them as to ſuppoſe they did 
© expeft it.” As to the Dealers Repreſentative, I 
am ſorry to add any thing which might create a 
ſuſpicion of that candour and diſiatereſedneſs which 
we ſo frequently find held up in the courſe of the 
Obſervations and Remarks, But there is one 
circumſtance which, perhaps from forgetfulneſs, 
perhaps from that“ falſe delicacy,” which operated 
ſo ſtrongly whilſt the © Obſervations” were writ. 
ing, has been omitted to be conveyed to the pub- 
lic, and yet a fact well known. to many of the 
trade, 

Home of the great Dealers had bought and 
cleared large quantities of Tea upon ſpeculation, 
The alteration in the duties was of courſe a ſe- 
vere ſtroke upon them. They were in an awk- 
ward predicament, unleſs the Directors would 
take back thoſe Teas, Here then was an open- 
ing for a mutual accommodation j---a commuta- 

| tion 
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tron of benefits. If, ſays the great Tea-dealer 
to the monopolizing Director, you will conſent 
to include in the refumption, thoſe Teas we have 
formerly bought, we will conſent to give up all 
thoſe which remain uncleared in your warehouſes ; 
and you will be thereby enabled to make a com- 
plete ſals in September, which otherwife you 
cannot do. The ſtoppage of diſcount, or the ad- 
vance of price is no immediate object of conſe- 
quence to us; for it muſt eventually come out of 
the pockets of the public. I am not of a ſuſ- 
picious temper myſelf, but my friend Gauge, 
who profeſſionally gets the knowledge of many 
ſecrets in trade, ſaid laughingly to me, I fear 
4 fome of this old Tea-duſt had got into poor 
4% Dick's eyes, and has, in this caſe, prevented 
& his foreſight.” Iwill nor, however, think as 
favourably of you upon this occafion as you did 
then of the Directors, and hope” it is not ſo; 
but in this account, I have only attended to your 
motto ita uti res eft, dicere.” Parmeſan gave 
me this hint, and defires to tranſlate it for the 
accommodation of Mr, H, formerly a worthy 
member of the motly fraternity, but now Tea- 
dealer, and Hiſtoriographer ; (vide his bills) and 
other of the gentlemen Dealers, who, like him, 
may be ſcized with a cacoethes ſcribendi, as Parme- 
ſan calls it. © Speak of things as they are 
« found. TI ſhall conclude the preſent part of the 
ſubje&t, by obſerving, that this cauſe of the 

| | failure 
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failure in the reduction of price, which I will call 
an artificial ſcarcity, has juſtly, as I have remark- 
ed, “been attributed to the Miniſter, the Eaſt India 
Company, and the Tea- dealers.“ 
I remain, dear Dick, 
Affectionately your's 
TIM TWISTING. 
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DAR Dick, 


THE badneſs of the Tea, is the next object 
which occurs. This is a ſubject fo univerſally 
known, and which has been ſo much diſcuſſed 
that I ſhall not dwell longer upon it than is abſo- 
lutely neceffary. We find by your account, 
cc that all the Teas which ſhould be in the Eaſt 
India Company's warehouſes, on the 15th of 
September, ſhould become the property of the 
Company.” You tell us, “ the fact is, that 
they had loſt their owners, and were in a fimilar 
fituation to the unclaimed ſtock in the Bank.” 
There is another inſtance of the Miniſter's kind- 
neſs. The Company are permitted to turn to 
advantage Teas, which had remained in their 
warehouſes, ** a moſt unuſual length of time,” even 
from thirty years downwards, and yet we find you 
** * that whatever ſome people may ima- 


gine, 
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te gine, they had not, in the courſe of ſo many year's, 
« even changed their nature. We found they were 
« fill Teas.“ No perſon, I believe, ſuppoſed that 
time had metamorphoſed the Teas into any other 
kind of thing. This is what Parmeſan calls a Tran- 
gram; but to expound in ſome meaſure the diffi- 
culty,---he ſuppoles, as you alluded to the preſent 


moment, you had a reference to that future tranſ- 


mutation they were hereafter to undergo, from 
the taliſmanic power conferred upon the Direc- 
tors, by their all-powerful friend the minifterial 
Bramin, and which, Midas-like, they covet.--- 
Amongſt theſe Teas, ©** which were fill Teas,” 
were included the ſpeculation Teas I have al- 
ready mentioned; but theſe, with the reſt 1 
ſuppoſe, the Dealers valued,” as you inform us, 
not according to their paſt, but according to 
<< their - preſent qualities.” From this we muſt 
naturally conclude, that the Dealers bid in pro- 


portion to their value, and that being inter- 


mixed with, they ſerved to lower the prices of 
better Teas. In your Trangram, (as Parmeſan 
calls it) you ſeem inclined to diminiſh the bad 
idea which has been formed of the Teas; and 
though in page 30 of your Remarks, you tell. 
us, that you never remember freſher and better 
* Teas than thoſe with which the public may be 
at preſent ſupplied;“ yet you muſt acknow- 
ledge that we are at the mercy of the Dealers ; 
when (in page 32) we are given. to underſtand, 
| | that 


4 
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that the Company have imported Teas, “. ait h- 
in theſe fero years, and even this year, very bad,” 
and that ** the principal part of the Singlo Tea 
in the preſent ſale appears to have been abſolutely 
* unfit for uſe when jt was bought.” As I cannot 
ſuppoſe the thirty thouſand Dealers are all as 
immaculate as my good friend, there is great 
reaſon to apprehend that many of us muſt often 
experience a mixture more impure than his. I 
am very happy to find, in this part of the bu- 
ſineſs, that your ** falſe delicacy” has given way 
to the ſpirit of revenge ; and that the ſenſe of 
injury has guided the pen of truth, to expoſe 
'to public view the manifold malpractices of a ſer 
of avaricious men. Parmeſan, who will always 
have his joke, ſays, give him tother old ſaying, 
When k-----s fall out, houeſt men come by their own. 
I ſhall not attempt to follow you through the 
mighty maze of mixture, which has been the 
ſtudy of three generations in your family, leſt I 
ſhould be bewildered amidſt the caſuiſticak diſ- 
tinctions of the adultery, or ſimple fornication of 
Tea. This would be a delicate point, and the 
cauſe of Twiſting and Twining might be better 
referred to the Proctors Ladies in Doctors Com- 
mons, who, we muſt allow, are moſt competent 
judges of proper or improper intermixtures. 

Thirty thouſand Tea-dealers, with a Goliah 
for their champion, are almoſt too formidable a 


body for me, David-like, to encounter. But as I 
I ſhall 
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ſhall reconnoitre under the ſhield of truth, I 
truſt 1 ſhall be. ſaved harmleſs. Your conduct, 
as Maſter of the Ceremonies, in the introduction 
of the Tea-dealers to the public, is truly modeſt ; 
their entrance and their exit is in character, to 
ſuch a reſpectable body. As you have mention- 
ed them in the aggregate, ſo ſhall I condemn 
them, for conſenting to give up the Teas in their 
poſſeſſion ; and notwithſtanding their declaration, 
in their anſwer to the Directors, that “ they 
„ ſhould chearfully give to Government,“ to the 
Eaſt India Company, and to the public in gene- 
ral, this proof; that it is by no means their wiſh 
to reap any advantage.” And, in another place, 
you tell us, © zverY iſe of gain they abſolutely 
diſclaimed.” Yet the idea of intereſt is ſo inſe- 
perable from trade, that we can ſcarce give credit 
to thoſe aſſertions; eſpecially when we are in- 
formed by their advocate and defender, that to 
ſo great a height, had the illegal traffic been 
carried, that Dealers reſiding in the capital,” 
were concerned in it; “ nor was this trade con- 
“ fined to perſons, in a ſmall way of buſineſs, or 
& of doubtful character in the world; it was 
carried on” you add“ by the moſt extenſive 
£ Dealers, and by thoſe who poſſeſſed the faireſt re- 
e putation,” a practice ſantiifed by numbers, 
becauſe they thought it right.” Could they think 
it right to act in direct oppoſition to the known 
laws of their country, to * prejudice of the 
6 revenue 
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tevenue and their brother traders ?' Are thoſe of 
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body of the Dealers; but it is among men of this 
deſcription we muſt look for thoſe, who were 
earneft for the adopted plan of the Company's 
reſumption of the Teas. Theſe, I ſuppoſe, are 
the ſpeculative men, who having once bought 
quantities of Téa, in hopes of ſelling thein to 
the public, at a very advanced price ; were on 
the reduction of the duties, glad to invent or 
comply with any ſchethe to get quit of them, 
and from ſuch men we are to expect no mercy 
in the mixture of Teas; in which I take it con- 
fiſts the great art and myſtery of the Tea Trade. 
It may perhaps be urged that the Company 
having intermixed their bad Teas with the good 
in every lot, the Dealer was of conſequence 
obliged to blend them in his mixture. This may 
be a ſatisfactory reaſon to the Dealer; but to the 
Conſumer, it will appear little better than the 

12 anſwer 
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anſwer of an apothecary, who- ſhould tell his 


patients; ; that in purchafing a lot of drugs, he 
was under the neceſlity of buying therewith ſome 
poiſon ; and as he could not poſſibly think of 
being a loſer by any part of the lot; he muſt 
therefore mix the poiſon with the ſalutary parts 
of the medicine. 

I will venture to ſay, it would have been more 
creditable to the Dealer, and ſatisfactory ,to the 
Conſumer; for the firſt to have deſtroyed the bad 
Tea, and the latter to have paid an advanced 
price upon. the good. This the Dealers might 
eaſily have done, by having them properly exa- 
mined before a magiſtrate and then burnt; and a 
fair addition made in the price. It would have 
been a bonfire grateful to the public, and the 
odium would have fell where it ought to do, 
upon the villainous venders of ſuch pernicious poi- 


ſon. By fuch a name I may juſtly diſtinguiſh bad 


Tea, ſince it is generally underſtood that the beſt 
is unhealthy ; notwithſtanding you have diffuſed 
your own unbiaſſed opinion, backed by that of a 

French Abbe in ſupport of it; who alledges that 
the ſingle article of Tea has done more to ſober 
our nation, than all the laws in our Statute Books, 


and all the ſermons from our pulpits *. But as 


® On ne ſanroit nier que la nation ne lui doive plus de ſobrictE 


4 que n'en avoient pu obtenir les loir les plus ſeveres, les declamations 


« eloquentes des orateurt chretiens, les meilleurs traités de morale,” | 
8 ; ABBR REYNAL, 
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there is not much dependance to be placed upon 
a Frenchman's attack on the Engliſh, or a Tea- 
dealer's panegyric upon Tea, I fancy the general 
received opinion will not ſuffer an alteration by 
either of them. There are, it is to be hoped, 
and I doubt not, among the number of Tea- 
dealers, men who, like you, your father, and grand- 
father, only ſtudy the good and ſatisfaction of the 
public in the mixture of Teas. Such a mixture 
as the Proctors Ladies would decree to be a kind 
of lawful marriage of leaves ; that when mutual- 
ly pervaded by the genial heat, will produce a 
delicious ſtream, which at once gives delight to 
the ſenſes, and promotes ſociety. The public 
will not, however, as you conjecture, imagine 
that © Tea ſold at the India Houſe, by the pound) 
6 muſt be excellent indeed, and that the tree itſelf 
% flouriſhes like the*laurel of old Priam in the Inner 
© Court.” Tam ſorry you have drawn the good 
old man into ſuch ſcurvy company, and compare 
his laurel to that of ſuch a paultry ſhrub. The 
ſimile of the laurel ſeems to have been made 
merely-for the ſame reaſon, that ſome people bow 
to a carriage, to make the world ſee they have 
ſome knowledge of the owner. 
| Believe me, dear Dick, 
no Your” s faithful! V, 
TIM TWISTING. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIII. 


Dax Dick, 

WE have now examined the cavs of the Bill, 
confidered its INTENT, and developed its failure; 
with all the circumſtances attending it. If then 
we take a retroſpect of the . extenſive, 
and unfair advantages which reſult to the India 
Company, from the Commutation Af, without a 
fingle diſadvantage from the change of ſyſtem ; | 
advantages clearly ariſing, not from any unfore- 
ſeen fortuitous circumſtances ; but from a pre- 
determined ſyſtematical plan, calculated ſolely 
for their ſupport and emolument, can we any 
longer doubt; (whatever ſpecious pretexts are 
held out to the public) of their aggrandizement 
being the fundamental principle which actuated 
the Miniſter to bring forward the meaſure ; a 
meafure fraught with oppreſſion and injuſtice to 
the public. The ſtrength of the Company in 
Parliament, by themſelves and their adherents, is 
well known, and it is alſo perfectly underſtood, that 
by that majority which their numbers muſt create 
(whenever they take a decided part) the Miniſter 
can alone ſtand his ground. We need not be ſur- 
prized at any thing he is compelled to do; when 
we conſider that one man alone, who has been 
a ſervant of that Company, has more parliamen- 
tary weight than the Miniſter himſelf, His very 
being as a Miniſter depends on their ſupport ; 

+ and 
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and this circumſtance has once more given the 
people of England the ſad proſpect, of the monied 
intereſt having the prevalency in the Houſe of 
Parliament, a circumſtance ever to be dreaded. 
How great ſoever the conſequence of commerce, 
{till it ſhould in this caſe be only ſecond to the 
landed intereſt, The one is permanent and ſe- 
cure, the other liable to a variety of accidents, 
which may ultimately prove ruinous; as in the 
ever memorable and accurſed South Sea ſcheme. 
For their mutual ſupport have we lately ſeen ſo 
many honours laviſhed to make room for India 
dependants; and whilſt the ſervants of the Com- 
pany, are ſtill left to commit depredations on 
the Afiatics, (by the inefficacy of a Bill, the 
only ſtriking trait of which is a daring attack 
on the freedom of this country, by depriving 
its ſubjects of their right to a trial by jury ;) 
their maſters are ſanctioned by legiſlative au- 
thority to plunder: and abuſe the people of 
Great Britain, Individuals are enriched at the 
public expence, to ſecure and increaſe their de- 

predatory power ; and we are like the oak in the 

fable that gave many a groan when cleft with a 

wedge of its own timber, We may perhaps feel 

the percuffive force of that power, from the con- 

ſequences you apprehend, in what may be term- 

ed your predictory caution. ** The Eaft India 

Company aim at a monopoly of Tea; and ure 
15 "On therefore be taken, that tohen they become 

** monopoliſts, 
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c monopoliſts; and there ſhall be no European mar- 
er ket to wwhich, in times of fearcity, we can apply, 
& they may not employ their pozwer to the public diſ- 
s advantage.” What care or prevention can we 
expect thoſe Miniſters to take, who muſt ſupport 
them, in order to be by them ſupported? 

J cannot help lamenting, my worthy friend, 
that our labours calculated ozly for the public 
good ; ſhould be likely to prove of no efficacy, 
and that talents like yours, wherein (almoſt in 
the ſame page) we find diſplayed the knowledge 
of a © good General,” an able © Alchymiſt,” a 
complete Financier, and a profound Lawyer : 
ſhould not be employed to a more ſerviceable 
purpofe, than merely to elucidate to the public 
the wrongs they ſuſtain, without the ability to 
promote the redreſs. I moſt fincerely congratu- 
late you, upon the remedy you have very wiſely 
propoſed, in applying the extra gains of the 
Company to the public uſe :+ but you did not 
conceive that it was not the intereſt. of the phy- 
fician toapply the remedy. That, would be de- 
ſtructive of the very end for which the Act was 
framed; and the foundation of that ſtructure of 
harmony and friendſhip between the Miniſter and 
the Company, which was reared upon it. 

 Your's eternally, | 
TIM TWISTING. 
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n Diex, ' 


THE ſeverity 'and oppreſſion of this at is 
felt by almoſt all ranks of people; but more 
eſpecially „ heavily; and unequitably by that nu- 
merous and moſt uſeful body the FARMERS.--- 
A Tea-drinking Farmer, (I do not include thoſe 
ho make hufbandry only an amuſement,) is 23 
heterogenecus a being as a Tea- drinking Sailor, 
and 1 may \ venture to aſſert, that in four - fifths of 
the” farm houſes throughout theſe kingdoms, 
(eſpeciany in Wales and Scotland, ) where wis 
pernicious enervating luxury is uſed at all, it is 
only as a treat, on Sunday or ſome other holi- 
day. If bad Tea and wheaten cakes are, by the 
folty of faſhion, ſometimes ſubſtituted for good 
brown” bread and wholeſome milk, among the 
females of his family; the honeſt farmer views 
it with contempt, whilſt he is (with the true 
loxvry bf 4 kern uappetite) enjoying his beef 
and ale. When he reflects that his barus, his 
ſtables, his outhouſes, and every aperture, which 
gives that light he canngt diſpenſe with z n 
taxed for the very trifling conſumption of a 
commodity he deteſts; muft he not n his Lag 
curſe the man who ebuld frame an irfipoſitipn ſo 
unjuſt, ſo unequal, fo burthenſoitie; Ke cannot; as 
maty others do, (my friend Pick,) put up his 
dead anda amidf this ꝶ8ꝶ6)—2 © 
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That upon thouſands of ſuch men, the a& im- 
poſes a new and additional tax, and is not in 
any degree a Commutation, too obviouſly appears 
for me to dwell upon it. The Miniſter and the 
worthy Directors, the firſt in his ſpeech, and the 
other in their report, have endeayoured to me- 
liorate the hardſhips of this tax. I cannot help 
adverting to two of their different arguments in 
favour of it. From the Miniſters words, we 
may call it an Exciſe Commutation ; he boaſted 
that the eaſe it would give the honeſt and fair 
trader, by relieving him from the frequent 
« viſits of the Exciſe Officers; was à circum- 
« ſtance of no ſmall conſideration among its other 
% advantages.” The Tea Dealers indeed may 
exclaim, bleſſed is he that delivered us! but I 
fancy the Brewer, Difliller, Soap-mater, and 
Tallow-chandler, will rather utter execrations than 
benedictions. Where was, his tender concern 
for the honeft and fair traders,” or did he think 
none were ſo, or worth being freed from the Ex- 
ciſemen, but the Tea- dealers? The power thoſe 
locuſts have loſt in one place, they have amply 
gained in the others. 

The worthy Directors urge in favour of this 
blefſed Commutation; that, the poor will benefit 
© by it much more than the rich: and you inform 
y s, * Tea is become a neceſſary of life amongſt the 
„ poor.” I am ever happy to hear of any relief 
* given to the poor; and I do not mean to 
5 fay, 
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ſay, that it may not be a very wiſe plan to make all 
the houſeholders in the kingdom pay a heavy tax, 
in order that the cottagers may drink Tea. For 
my own part, I think that making the uſe of 
Tea, more and more general, among the lower 
claſſes of the people, neither contributes to their 
health, or their ſtrength, or can in any degree, 
become ſo extenſive a benefit to them, as to war- 
rant our impoſing a very extraordinary burthen 
upon others. All I wiſh to urge is, that however 
wiſe it may be to lay à tax on one order of men 
to enable another to drink Tea; whatever ſuch 
a law may be, it cannot exactly be called a Com- 
mutation. Perhaps amongſt the Miniſter's other 
ſtudies, the art of p0LITICAL LYISG has not been 
unattended to, which I have ſeen deſined to be the 
art of convincing the people of ſalutary falſehoods for 
ſome good end. In what light the preſent falſe- 
hoods may be deemed ſalutary, or the end good, 
I leave to your diſcretion. | He has now how- 
ever to conſider, whether the political lie in 
queſtion, is beſt contradicted. by truth, or by 
another political lie. This is a very eſſential 
maxim in the art above-mentioned. b. 
Lam; dear Dick 
We any art, and in plain truth, | 
9 . Your's ever, 


T * TWISTING. 
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Lr XV. 


dns Rect, 


NI praiſe or cenſure which fotlows 0 
tions of men, is generally regulated by the rank 
or fituation they held in life. If a man in o- 
men Hfe incurs contempt for tnaking larpe'pro- 
miſes, ant attempting to effect great things, 
which he Ras het the pewer, or ability to per. 
ſom, in whit a pitiable light muſt we view the 
Miniſter; as br is oireumſtanced reſpecting the 
Commitation Bil ? Phe juſt and univerſal deteſta- 
tion in which it ts held by all ranks | of people, 
muſt tedude him to the melancholy alternative, 
of eicker glg the Act which impaſes the 
new. Window Tax; dr What is worſe, endeavour- 
ing to ꝓulliate and amend it. The former will 
lower him 0 the ridicule which Dogberry affixes 
upon himſelf in the play, when he ſays, “ Muſo 
ters, remember tbut Ium an 4, for it would 
at once ſtamp upon his conduct, ignorance, inca - 
pacity, and ui ſurditiy. The latter would be {till 
worſe, for to tchoſe i qualities of a Miniſter, it 


will add perverſeneſs and aſtinucy. A Bill, which 


in its prmciples and foundation, is clearly de- 
monſtrated to be ubſurd and ineffeflual; and in 
its operation, buFthenſome, partial, and oppreſſive ; 
can never by any mode of alteration be rendered 
ſupportable. It is like repairing and painting 
. the 
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the upper works of a veſſel, whoſe bottom i 1 
foul and rotten. 7 
If the great benefit which was held avs he 
Miniſter's Promiſe, the proportionate reduction 
of,price, effectually took place, it muſt il ope- 
rate, whilft it is a Tax upon ¶ indotos, to the 
partial prejudice of thouſands ; eſpecially, as 1 
have before obſerved, to that extenſive body ſo 
conſequential to this kingdom, the Farmers; 
whole caſe, aud whale engquragement, ought, 
and ever will continue to be an important con- 
fideration,. with every wiſe and gvod Miniſter. 
This argument, however, I adduce- on the ſup- 
poſition, that the. Miniſter wall fil defend the Bill, 
as intended by him for a public good, without 
any ſiniſte r vieys; not relinquiſhing the poſition, 
I hope I have from various ſtrong eircumſtances 
and irrefragable proofs ſupported, that the grand 
object of the Miniſter's, intention in framing the 
Bill, was the. benefits'which zyould accrue from it to 
bis India allies; and that the ſuppreſſion : of: ſmng- 
gling, which is the ofenſhle, principle, was only 
conſidered by him as a means of obtaining that 
great object of his attention; I ſhall there- 
fore in this light term it a private Bill. But 
* the wicked, ſhall, fall into his ozon ſuave,” Re- 
duced to the dilemma I have ſtated, in conſider- 
ing it for a moment as a public Bill, we cannot 
expect the Miniſter will eaſily. give it up; for 
to the diſadvantages already mentioned, there is 


a cir- 
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2 circum ſtance depending of infinitely greater 
import than his character; the riſque of under- 
mining the very prop and foundation of his po- 
litical entity, ſhould he relinquiſh a Bill from 
whence the India Company derive ſuch enor- 
mous advantages. He would by ſuch means 
hazard the loſs of their friendſhip, which is the 
very corner ſtone upon which his miniſterial 
exiſtence depends. We need not therefore be 
ſurpriſed, if we find him (in order to ſipport 
and be ſupported) ſing every means to eſtabliſh 
this odious Tax. The man who” could with 
ſuch effrontery, once obſtinately perſevere, in de- 
fiance of an unigfluerced Parliament, to hold him- 
ſelf in office, at the expence of their diſſolution; 
will probably be as tenacious not, in deſpite of 
the Body of the People, as he was then of their 
Repreſentatives. It therefore requires the exer- 
tion of every voice to counteract ſuch a groſs 
oppreſſion ; ſuch a baſe and wanton exertion of 
power, at the = 'of Public injury, to promote 
| Private benefit. It is to be hoped, that an uni- 
verſal appeal will be made againſt it. Nothing 
ſhort of an Addteſs from the whole kingdom can 
convince the preſent majority in Parliament of 
the neceſſity of a repeal; Much as they may wiſh 
ro ſupport their preſent leader, they cannot be 
deaf to that thunder, in which the univerſal 
voice of the People muſt convey their deteſta- 
tion; and when their hearts are fully open to 


the 
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the conviction of ſuch neceſſity, they may be in- 

duced to detach themſelves from a cauſe which 

muſt ever render them odious. Let them bear 

in mind the words of Solomon, is the recom- 

mendation of my friend Birch, (who has the 
ſcripture at his finger's ends). He that op 

e* preſſeth the poor to. increaſe himſelf, and giveth. 
*« unto the rich, ſhall ſurely come to poverty.” 

Lam, dear Dick, 
Moſt reſpectfully yours, 
TIM TWISTING. 


LETTER Iv 


. Dzar Dicx, | 
IN my fixth Letter, I laid before you a ge- 
neral ſtatement of the advantages and diſadvan- 
tages ariſing both to the public, and the Company 
from the Commutation Ac. I hall in this, take 
the liberty of ſtating. more particularly ſome of 
thoſe diſadvantages to the former. As I have 
had recourſe to my good friend Barnaby Birch, I 
make no doubt of the calculations being, not 
only exact, but clear to every capacity; and -I 
believe will contain ſome proofs of my poſition, 
which have not generally occurred. The aggre- 
gate will, I think, afford an evident demonſtra- 
tion, that the property of the public is ſhame» * 
fully ſacrificed to the aggrandiſcment of a ſet of 
| | unde» 
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De Ins charged on double the quantity it 
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undeferving and ungrateful monopolizers; and 
that in effecting it, care has been taken by the 
Miniſter, that his calculations ſhould not fail. 
We ſhall here ſee, that exclufive of his artful 
piece of political jorkeyſbip, , in procuring the new 
Tax upon Windows, to get near wo months tart 
of the exemption from the old Tax on Tea; or 
which is the ſame thing to the public, the ſex- 


© fible reduction of price: he alſo rated the Commuta- 


tion at an unfair ſum in favour of the Exche- 


quer againſt the public; by making the calcu- 


lated ſum charged upon windows, more than 
the amount of the deficiency" to the revenue, by 


the reduction of the old Duties. 


Foreſeeing, perhaps, in what a deteſtable light 


this tax muſt be viewed, he concluded that the 


number of windows which would be blocked up, 
might make: a great deficiency ; and therefore 
determined, that to ſupply ſuch deficiency, thoſe 
who did pay ſhould pay ſeverely. * 7 
The Report of the Smuggling Committee 
Oates, that © if one-quarter of the old Duties 
* might ſafely be left chargeable upon Teas, 
© and it might be expected, that dowble the 
e quantity of what is now legally imported, 
*© would hereafter pay Duty; it would be then 
only neceſſary to find a ſubſtitute for ONE-HALF 
the revenue which at preſent ariſes from the 
% Duties ,* which is very elear, becauſe that 


for- 
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formerly was, will be equal to half the old 
Duty. f 


The India Company? Report ſtates the ave- 


rage ſale per annum, for home conſumption, in 
ten years paſt, has been 4,889,3921b. The duties 
upon which, were after the rate of a little more 
than 800,000, per annum. From the Commits 
tee's ſtatement it will follow, that if oxx xicHrn 
part of the old duties was left chargeable, it 
would in the conſumption of double the quantity, 
be equal to ox E FouRTEA of the old duties; and 
conſequently leave it only neceſſary to find a 
ſubſtitute for TaREE-FoukTEs of the former ſum, 


ariſing from the duties on Tea. The preſent 


exiſting duty is nearly about ONE-EIGHTH part of 
the old. The following ſtatement will ſhow what 
ſum is neceſſary for à ſubſtitute; and what ſum is 
likely to ariſe from the new duty: | 


By the India Company's Report; the 
o!d duty upon the former legal con- 


ſumption of Tea, is ſtated at the FL. -_ 


annual amount of about '» 800,600 
The #ew duty reckoned equal to one- 

eighth of the old, viz. 100,000 but 

charged on double that nnn | 


18 a - - 200,000 

Sum of the deficiency to be- raiſed by 
a ſubſtirute, 3 6od, ooo 
6 | The 


* 


(56 ) 


The Window Tax is hewever, calculated to 
raiſe 700, oool. which gives a ballance in favour 
of the Miniſter, of 100,0001. 

The Committee further ſtate, that“ the legal 
* conſumption of Tea, when the ſmuggling ꝛbas abo- 
* Jiſbed, would probably be about thirteen millions 
*© of pounds annually.” - 

The average conſumption for the laſt ten 
years was 4,889,392tb. The foregoing calcula- 
tion is made for only double that ſum, which is 
9,778,7841b. If we dedu& this quantity from 
that which the Committee's Report informs us 
will probably be conſumed, viz. thirteen millions of 
pounds, it will leave 3, 221, 216lb, nearly equal 
to one third of the quantity upon which the 
new duty is here calculated; that being only 
upon double the quantity of the former avrage 
conſumption of 4,889, 3921b; It would therefore 
conſequently produce an additional. ſum. of nearly 
one-third; amounting to upwards of 66.0001, 
The account.will then ftand thus: 

Old ria - 800,000 

New ditto, on 1 3,000,000lb. | 266,000 


Deficiency to be made good by the 
commutation. L. 5 34,000 


Deficiency now charged upon Win- 
dos - "ACA - 700,000, 
Actual deficiency, as above 534,000. 


Extra charge on the public L. 166, ooo 
I ſhall 
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I ſhall. once more beg leave to horrom3 your 
ſtatement of the Company” s gains, in order to ſee 
how the account of the commutation ſtands with 
the public : 


ExTRrA Gain to the Company, and fb} 


their officcrs, as taken from your 1 S 

account — 151,722 
Diſcount on that ſum, ſtopped r 

the public, ditto . 656, oo 
Loſs to the public, upon che ſales by FLIER 

your flatement © = — Lo EX7 722 
Extra charge made upon the public, 255 

by the Miniſter's wetten, „ eee LL SRO 

before mentioned 1. 166, oo 
Paid by the public, previous to the 

commutation advantage taking place, 

in the expected reduction of price, 

at a moderate ſtatement « © 60,000, 

L. 443,722 


At the expiration of the year there will be the 
further extra gains of the Company, at the laſt 
December, and the future ſales, to be added, 
theſe I ſhall leave to your imagination, I believe 
we may ſafely venture to add, according to the 

view of the preſent gains, as muchas will make 
it an even ſum of WE HUNDRED THOUSAND 
POUNDS. Perhaps it may be vue that 1 
„ 4/107 Lp 07 ö. have 
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have calculated upon the idea of a #29] fuppreſ- 
Jon of the ſmuggler. If that is act effected, let 
me aſk, to what purpoſe were we burthened with 
this odious, partial, and oppreſſive tax. But as I 
; do not wiſh to ſtick at TRIFLES, and am willing 
to make a MODERATE allowance for the time a 
change of ſyſtem might require in taking place, 
and the little difference of ſums in calculation; 
T will therefore, to prevent "minute exceptions, 
generouſly knock, off the uniwportaut ſum of ow 
HUNDRED AND FORTY-THREE THOUSAND SEVEN 
HUNDRED AND TWENTY-TWO POUNDS ; there will 
ſill remain the ſum of THREE HUNDRED 
THOUSAND POUNDS, which may juſtly be 
termed a POLITICAL PLUNDER, You, my dear 
Dick, who have declared both the Miniſter and 
yourſelf to be deficient in foreſight, may perhaps 
alter a letter, and call it a political blunder. That 
it is the one, or the other is moſt clear; and it is as 
clear, that in either caſe the public are the ſuf- 
ferers, Indeed in the whole budget, which was 
opened laſt ſeſſion (my friend Parmeſan tells me) 
there was nothing but blunders; and had not the 
Miniſter's political foes behaved in a very friendly 
manner, and in every inſtance corrected the groſs 
abſurdities that pervaded the whole ſyftem of new 
taxation, the numerous and diverſified offspring 
of the Miniſter's brain, would have been uſhered 
into the world in forms monſtrous, abſurd,” and 
ridiculous, expoſed to the [impoſition of evaſion, 

and 
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and ſubverſive of che end for which they were 
created. I will not detain you longer for the 
preſent, than to make a remark; if a man in pri- 
vate life is deprived of his property, it makes 
but little difference to him, whether the jgnorance 
of a blockhead, or the chicanery of a knave, was 
the cauſe of his loſs, The concluſion is left for 
you to draw by. l f 
Dear Dick, 
Tour's duty, 
TIM betas uo: 
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DREAR Diex, ä 

IN the fame Letter to which T alluded in my 
laſt, I have denied the juſtice of your aſſertion, 
that the ſmuggler cannot be ſuppreſſed by 
force of arms.” T he fact at preſent is, that 
there is not a ſufficient force, and that the force 
which is actually employed, is not made of that 
utility which, it might, and ought to be. Had 
the vaſt ſums which the public have paid, and 
are paying, been properly and equally levied, 
and applied to the purpoſe of enforcing that 
government, which by the preſent plan is de- 
graded; the public would chearſully have con- 

tributed, as it would have been à relief, and 
advantage to them. It would not only, by hav- 
| 8 ing 
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ing a ſufficient power, counteracted the ſmug - 
gling of that one article, Tx a, but many 
other branches; which, if the ſmuggler fails in 
this, he will enter into with more alacrity and 
aſſiduity. 

The . of the Houſe of Commons, 
in their Report, have mentioned that the reve- 
nue veſſels are employed upon terms very diffe- 
rent in their nature, and inconſiſtent with each 
other; and therefore adviſe the making of ſome 

regulations. Were I of conſequence enough to 
adviſe, I would urge their total abolition. My 
reaſons are as follow :- That it would prevent 
numberleſs abuſes; tend more to the ſuppreſſion 
of ſmuggling ; and be of infinite ſervice to the 
royal navy. I ſhall here, my dear Dick, de- 
viate a little from your mode; and not advance 
a poſition without ſome rational grounds of ſup- 
port. From what I have ſaid relative to myſelf, 
you will allow, I ſhould have ſome little know- 
ledge of this ſubject ; and I aſſure you upon the 
word of a Seaman to a Teaman, the abuſes are 
various and numerous. Few people: that have 
ſmuggled a pound or two of Tea, a piece of 
muſlin, or a ſet of china, out of an Indiaman, 
but have known how to throw duſt in the eyes 
of thoſe Arguſes, the tide-waiters. Be aſſured, 
Dick, the whole tribe are birds of a feather; 
and what is moſt to their intereſt, that they 
will purſue, The total abolition of ſmuggling 

is 


C3 

is not their intereſt ; they muſt keep the breed 
up, like good ſportſmen; and when the com- 
mander of a revenue veſſel can individually re- 
ceive more from the ſmuggling proprietor, for 
keeping à bad look-0ut, than his thare of the eap- 
ture would amount to, if the veſſel is taken; 
the odds are much againſt à gaod look-out. The 
generality of them are exceedingly careful -of 
expoſing their perſons, and will be well ac- 
quainted with the force of any veſſel, before 
they attempt to attack her; and if it is not 
much inferior to their own, will avoid it. This 
is not ſurmiſe; and in order to convince you 
that I ſpeak from facts, I will ſtate one or t7wo, 
among many within my knowledge. You may 
perhaps make uſe of the proverb, That it is 
« a foul bird which bewrays its own neſt.” In 
reply I muſt ſay, that I am not a Tea- dealer, 
but a Plain-azaler ; and though long in the trade, 
I am not averſe to diſcover the knavery of it, if 
the public can by that means be benefited. But 
to proceed; the fact I allude to I have ſelected, 
' becauſe I know the Admiralty- are in poſſeſſion 
of vouchers to the truth of them. 

- Juſt before the concluſion of the late war, a 
revenue cutter, which was ſtationed in Torbay, 
ſeat intelligence to an officer who commanded 
an armed brig at Dartmouth, that there were 
two large armed ſmugglers a little to the eaſt- 
ward of Torbay. They received directions from 
| the 
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the King's officer to be ready at day-light to 
join him in the Channel, off Tor bay; as by 
means of his veſſel being unprepared for ſea, 
(having juſt been refitting after ſome damage ſhe 
had ſuſtained) it was impoſſible for her to be got 
out till the middle of the night. At day-light 
the cutters were diſcovered, by her, cloſe under 
the land; and on ſeeing the King's veſſel, haul- 
ed out, apparently with intention to engage her. 


The wind however ſhifting to the weſtward, 


when they were almoſt within: gunſhot, they 
put before it; in which mode of failing, a veſſel 
with one maſt has the advantage of all others, 


becauſe ſhe can ſpread a greater quantity of fail, 


in proportion to her fize, By this management 


they eſcaped, although the King's veſſel chaced 


them for a conſiderable time, and for ſome part 
of it was not much more than a gunſhot diſtant. 
The revenue cutter continued at anchor in Tor- 
bay, inſtead of being on the appointed ſtation, 
and did not even attempt moving, although 
they ſaw the chace, and heard the guns firing. 
But the fact was, (if the report of their own 


people could be credited, when the King's offi- 
eer returned to Torbay; and it is not likely they 


would on ſuch an occaſion tell an untruth) 
there was no ammunition on board, nor any arms - 
but three cutlaſſes. This certainly accounts for 
their neglect; for it is clear, they were in no 
condition to aſſiſt his Majeſty's veſſel, though 
N they 
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they had brought her into the expectation of a 
conflict with 72v0.-veſſels; either of which was 
of equal force. --- I had this account from 
an officer on board, who told me, that had 
the cutter been on the appointed ſtation at the 
time ſhe was directed, he is certain they ſhould 
have eaptured one of the veſſels, if not both; 
as the revenue cutter outſailed the King's veſſel 
at that time; and had ſhe by any means occa- 


fioned a delay in their making fail, the King's 


veſſel would have been near enough to have 
brought them to action. He further added, 
that about a month previous to the above tranſ- 
action, a revenue lugger was cruizing under the 
land, and ſaw the ſame armed brig chace a veſſel 
in the Offing, which turned out to be a French 


privateer, and was captured by her; but not- 


withſtanding there were other veſſels near the 
Chace, and within a ſmall diſtance of the ſhore, 
yet the lugger did not attempt to come out to give 
aſſiſtanee if neceſſary, though there was a proba- 
bility that the privateer, and the veſſels about 
her, might be ſmugglers, Here are two proofs 


of the truth of my allegation, which I have ob- 


ſerved are in poſſeſſion of the Admiralty ; and 1 
have no- doubt that every King's officer, who 
has been employed upon the coaſt, could pro» 
duce ſimilar proofs. Having adduced my rea- 
ſons, ſupported by proofs, for the abolition of 


sruiging revenue vęſſels; I woyld propoſe to have 
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the uſe of them ſubſtituted by King's cutters, 


. and other armed veſſels. The expence which 
* the revenue is at, for thoſe veſſels which they 


employ, would in a great meaſure affiſt Govern- 


ment in the ſupport of the other. The increaſe 


alſo to the revenue from the ſuppreſſion of ſmug- 


gling, which, notwithſtanding your aſſertion, 
«© that the fmuggler cannot be deſtroyed by force of 


arms, I am confident would take place, by 
the ſubſtitution I have mentioned, and an in- 
creaſe of the preſent naval eſtabliſhment on that 
ſervice : would alfo ſerve to balance the additional 
expence. To remove any objection that might 
be made to the diſcharge of ſuch a number of 
people but of an employ, I would further pro- 
poſe, that the ſame veſſels, maſters, and people, 
or as many as choſe it, might be taken into the 
naval ſervice upon the uſual eſtabliſhment, with 
a Lieutenant to command the larger; and young 
officers, who had paſſed their examinations, have 
acting orders to command the ſmaller. I believe 
moſt people will allow, that the public would 
have a far greater ſecurity for the ſervice being 


properly and fairly attended to, by an officer 


holding a commiſſion in his Majeſty's ſervice, 


whoſe conduct is watched and ſcrutinized into; 


than a man, whoſe intereſt is only to procure 
emolument by every means in his power. The 
collateral advantages which might be derived 
from the adoption of this "u are conſiderable ; ; 
a8 
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as it would be a conſtant reſource for ſeamen, 
to man the ſhips at the commencement of a war; 
and with humble ſubmiſſion to the great officer, 
who at preſent preſides at the Admiralty Board; 
were the number of the guard-ſhips reduced, 
and the crews diſperſed into a number of ſmalj 
veſſels for the above purpoſe, the expence of 
that number would be in a manner ſaved. The 
crew of one line-of-battle ſhip would man ſeven 
or eight large cruizers, or ten, or a dozen ſmaller, 
Being in a conſtant ſtate of activity would not 
only tend to the preſervation of the people's 
health, but be the means of inſtructing the 
young ſeamen, and inure them to their duty; 
and as I ſuppoſe, from the great attention {ve 
are informed) his Lordſhip pays to the ſhipping, 
they would be ready upon any emergency to re- 
ceive the crews, Should it be ſaid that a ſud- 
den call of this nature would (if the ſmuggling 
were ſuppreſſed,) open a paſlage for a freſh in- 
road, I anſwer, that the crews of the ſmall veſ- 
ſels might be as ſoon renewed, as the ſmugglers 
could collect their force. Seamen would enter 
into this ſervice with great alacrity, having a 
double chance for prizes in time of war. I now 
ſubmit to the public judgment, whether ſuch 
a plan would not as I have ſtated, prevent num - 
berleſs abuſes, tend more to the ſuppreſſion of ſmug» 
OS and be of great ſervice to the royal navy. 
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The only objection which 1 conceive ean poſ< 
fibly be ſtarted, is that of the expence of main- 
faining a ſufficient force ; but when the vaſt ſums 
which would flow into the Treaſury from a total 
ſuppreſſion - of .every article of illicit trade are 
conſidered; the public would be amply compen- 
fited for that expence, excluſive of the collateral 
benefits ariſing from a well regulated eſtabliſh- 
ment of the plan- I have hinted ; which in time 
of war would at once be a protection to the 
coaſting trade, and a guard againſt the ſmuggler. 
By this method, the ſmuggler would be totally 
excluded from all branches of illicit trade, and 
not having other employment, would moſt pro- 
bably enter into the ſervice; and hence another 
advantage would derive---a-ſet of hardy, daring 
men would be ready to ſupply the King's ſhips 
at the beginning of a war; or, indeed, during 
the peace, might be by degrees, exchanged on 
board the ſhips; thereby at once manning them 
with uſeful men, and ſecuring them from at- 
tempting a return te their former trade. 

I am, dear Dick, 
Aſſuredly your's, 
| TIM TWISTING, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. 


Dean Diek, 


AS 1 am now about to take my leave of 
you. for the preſent; it may hot be amiſs to 
take a retroſpecttive glance at the various 
circumſtances: which have been the ſubje& 
of the foregoing letters. Not that any. pleaſu- 
Table reflection can ariſe from ſuch a review, but 
that the whole of the correſpondence may con- 
tribute more effectually to diſpel the miſt of mi- 
niſterial falſehood, and bring to our view in one 
ſtrong and clear light, the genuine motives which 
gave birth to the Commutation At. While the 
Miniſter pertinaciouſly inſiſts that this miſerable 
Act was framed for public bencfit, he adds the 
groſſeſt inſult to the ſevereſt oppreſſion. - Is it 
not trifling with the underſtandings of the peo- 
ple, to attempt to veil under the maſk of equity, 
fo palpable'an impoſition ? Where, and what are 
the benefits, friend Richard, which the public 
receive? Is it a benefit to have a ſet of ungrate- 
ful individuals, poſſeſs a power of forcing upon 
the public a bad commodity at their own price? 
Is it a benefit to have a heavy and partial impoſt 
loaded with another equally burthenſome and 
unjuſt? Is it a | benefit, to be in a few months 
artfully 
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artfully tricked of half a million, with the proſ- 
pect of having ſuch depredations continue? If 
theſe are benefits, we are indeed blefled with Mi- 
niſters who ſeem bountifully inclined to be li- 
beral in the diſpenſation of ther, If we can- 
didly view the eircumſtances attendant upon the 

Commutation Act, from its firſt framing to its pre- | 
ſent moment of operation; can we ſay with truth, 
that it is attended with any real circumſtances of 
advantage to the public? Put the queſtion to 
Candour; and we ſhall receive a melancholy ne- 
gative. If, on the other hand, we aſſert that the 
whole of the advantages arifing from it, reſult to 
the Miniſter and the Company, let us advert'to 
the facts apparent in the foregoing ſtatement, 
and we there ſee FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND ſolid 
arguments in fupport of that aſſertion. Can we 
then longer heſitatc on the determination, whether 
the intereſt of the public, or the individuals, was 
the fundamental cauſe which has produced ſuch 
' bleſſed effects? Can we longer doubt of the ſe- 
cret motives which gave birth to this Commutation 
of benefits between the Miniſter and the India 
Company? 

Although 1 have not, like you, pointed out 
the methods moſt likely ta correct the preſent 
failure of the Tea Act; to remove the principal 
ol jections that are made to it; and to render it 

productive of the good purpoſes for which it 
* was framed;” yet I hope, I have executed 
the 


EA 


© the taſk which I had undertaken,” that of 
aſſiſting your elucidations. As to“ correcting the 
failure, and removing the principal objec- 
tions.“ I am certain my advice is not of a na- 
ture that would be followed, for it ſhould be a 
total repeal, notwithſtanding you would ** tremble 
at it, and bonfires might blaze from the banks of 
© the Tagus to the ſhores of the Baltic.” This is 
a © couſummation as devoutly to be wiſhed,” 
as it is little to be expected. Can we hope that 
the Miniſter's feelings will be affected, by the 
ſufferings of the public. I fear our hopes would 
be planted in a barren ſoil. We have already had 
a proof in the propofed Coal- tar, that fuch con- 
ſiderations have no weight. We have ſeen him 
inſenſible and almoſt dead to the call of huma- 
nity; till ſelf-intereſt re- animated each latent fa- 
culty; then, ** zremblingly alive” to the quick 
ſenſe of danger ; the danger of having his influ- 
ence undermined by a menacing individual, who 
poſſeſſes the power of returning a hol? Colliery 
of Members. The ſame interęſted motives nor 
urge him to eſtabliſh 75is odious impoſt, which 
then inſtigated him to withdraw that oppreſſive 
tax; with accumulated force indeed; for in the 
former inſtance, the oppreſſion was partial only, 
in the latter aniver/al. Nothing therefore but the 
unanimous and determined appeal of the nation at 
large, can have power to counteract ſo ſtrong an 
influence. bs | | | 
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If the ſmuggling *rade was. totally aboliſhed 
by. force of arms, it is clear from the Committees 
Report, that half the old duties might be given 
up, as the remainder would be paid on double 
the quantity legally conſumed ; and as I have 
obſerved, all other ſpecies of ſmuggling would, 
by the ſame means be ſuppreſſed, and the ſav- 
ings thereon amply repay the additional e x- 
pence. As to ©* the good purpoſes for which 
it was framed,” I believe the worthy Directors are 
fully ſatisfied, if (no one elſe is,) that while the 
Act exiſts, it will be ſufficiently, ** produttive of 
% them. With reſpect to the manner in which” my 
anſwer to you“ is executed; I am perfectly aware 
* how much I ſhall land in need of the public,” and 
your ** indulgence.” * My objed,“ like yours, 
is © merely 10 convey to the public all the informa- 
6 tion it was in my power to give.” I cannot in- 
deed ſay with you, that I am a total ſtranger to the 
% hore ſubſecive of the day,” whilſt I am on ſhore; 
and hope I have, in this — made a good 
ule of them. 

Like you, * in the courſe of my — 7 hove 
« had frequent occaſion. to conſider the . conduit of 
others; I have endeavoured to do this, with 4 
« firi regard to truth, though it is not my 
fault, if truth ſhould to any, prove“ offenſive;” 
but to ſuch, (friend Birch tells me,) I may ſay 
with Eliphas, “ thy own mouth condemneth thee, 
notT; and thy lips teflify againſt thee.” In imita- 
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tion of your candour, I ſhall. acknowledge 
% without heſitation, the error of any opinion 
* which I have delivered, as ſoon as I ani con- 
« winced of it; and I ſhall very gladly fee any 
* information which I have given, diſplaced by 
e better.” Though but a bad artift, I hope with 
the affiſtance of my friends, I have given this 
picture in its proper colours; and I truſt have 
kept, (to uſe your words) ** at ſuch a proper point 
of diſtance” as not to magnify the objects out of 
their due proportion, We have now only to 
conſole ourſelves, with the hope, that the vir- 
tuous part of our repreſentatives, will exert 
themſelves, as a body of guardians againſt 
political fwindlers ; whilſt we fit down, and with 
our female friends, drink a cup of Souchong to 
their ſucceſs; the ſpeedy repeal of the Cemmu- 
tation Bill; and a diſſolution of that bond of in- 
tereſt, and amity, at preſent ſubſiſting be- 
tween the Miniſter and the Eaſt India Com- 
pany» 

And now, my dear Dick, to my hearty and 
unfeigned good wiſhes, that all your mixtures 
may be pure, and uncontaminated, as was yaur 


* fathers and grandfathers; 1 join thoſe of my- 
worthy and ſenfible friends, Meſſrs. Paul Parme- 


zan, Gregory Gauge, and Barnaby Birch, and be 


aſſured, that either at fea, or on ſhore; in fair 
weather, or foul; I am from the banks of the 
——  Tagus 
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Tag agus to the ſhores of the Baltic ;” with great 
reſpect to your integrity as a Dealer, and your 


abilities as an Author, on the word of a Seaman to 
a Tea-man, 4 


Your faithful friend. 


3 S « & 


And very humble ſervant, _ 
TIM TWISTING. 


fF 8 


